Bastille Day

The collapse of the local administration in 1990 caused jittery in the Govt. of India (GOI), as intelligence agencies got paralyzed, the police mutiny and then Kashmir was having a day of Bastille Day. The biggest challenge the GOI faced was how to resurrect intelligence, as without the local networking the counter insurgency operation was impossible. The then Governor Girish Chandra Saxena, a former Raw Chief, succeeded to meet the challenge and resurrected the intelligence infrastructure, which is getting wider and wider to combat the “insurgency”. The number of the army, paramilitary build up is being repeatedly highlighted, but the huge networking of the formal and informal intelligence sources working for RAW, IB, CIK, SBK, JBK are least known. (SOV IN)There are separate intelligence wings of the paramilitary forces like BSF, CRPF and the Territorial Army. 

One researcher from the United States is conducting the exhaustive research over the modus operindi / control surveillance in the J&K. India and Israel, since their creation have being fighting the “insurgencies”, freedom struggles against occupation, have mastered the art of surveillance and are sharing information in this behalf and covertly outsourcing their expertise to other countries like Afghanistan. 

In the state of J&K, villages fall near the LOC, the dividing line spreads across 740 Km, people serve as ‘voluntarily’ informers to the army for their own survival, since the writ of the civil administration doesn’t run there. The perception is that every family member provides information to army voluntarily about the activities of the fellow villagers, presence of outsiders, militant movements thus facilitating the job of the army. People living close to LOC carrying the stigma for being untrustworthy and they also complained about it. These inhabitants, living in high army concentration, are being made dependent for their daily life by the army, and they had to interact with them, in fact, their survival is on the goodwill of the army. To further appropriate the people, every army Brigade has opened goodwill schools and made canteens, where from locals purchase goods on cheaper prices. 

The exploitation of the informers and the treatment meted out to them need to be thoroughly investigated particularly the allegations of forcing the young girls through blackmailing, after their phone interceptions, into the information gathering. Even the families searching for their arrested / disappeared relatives in the military camps are also compelled to do the ‘dirty job’.  

The anti-insurgency brigades like VDC, SPOs and the dreaded Ikhwanis / renegades in mid 90s have been benefitted, but these pity informers have become hostage of the forces simply because they have no choice. The poverty and the topography of their villages also prevented them from raising their voice. The state mechanism to recruit these informers, from different ethnic groups, was with the aim to further widen the divide between the local populace. The state’s main idea is to pitch people against each other for being traitors. 

This brigade of informers is omnipresent and has spread suspicion and distress in every sphere of life in Kashmir. There is a difference in the urban areas and towns. In towns, the spying is voluntary because of greed and possessions. In the remote and inaccessible areas, beyond the search light of media and human rights groups, the stories of the informers are least known and we don’t have the adventure  investigative journalist to collect their stories. 

This month’s police statement, regarding the Kupwara triple disappearance that they have been sent across Pakistan by the army for spying is not surprising. However, the family of these men rejected it. State disowning these informers and the society ostracize them. These people are facing double blunt sword. The research on the informers would be very an interesting thing. 


KUPWARA TRIPLE DISAPPEARANCES REFRESHES SPECTER OF MACHIL FAKE ENCOUNTER
STATE KNITTING WEB OF LIES TO ECLIPSE THE TRUTH ABOUT THE TRIO
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[image: C:\Users\LENOVO\Desktop\KARTIK\kupwara.jpg]The disappearance of three civilians from Kupwara district in the manner of Maachil disappearances /fake encounter case 2010, which triggered valley wide protests for months, has frustrated their families. Two of the disappeared belonged to Dardpora village while the third one hailed from Trehgam village of Kupwara district. The trio fell into the trap of a Territorial Army personnel of 160 battalion, who according to the victim families had allured them to accomplish his sinister design. 
 (
“Quote Unquote”
“The
 two men were sent to Pakistan for spying because they had both been working for army, while aiding militants to cross borders
”: Police
“By making such irresponsible statements police wants to eclipse the truth and defame our dear ones. They had nothing to do either with militants or the army: Families 
“The allegations leveled by the family members that the missing persons had gone with the accused Manzoor 
are 
true as the accused has confirmed this” DIG Police North.
“
We have been advised not to make any further noise over the missing people, as it could endanger their lives. We were told they are fine in army custody,” 
F
amilies of the disappeared claimed. 
“
To block the families to interact with media, the hotel owner was warned no
t to allow the press conference in his hotel premises”: APDP
)The trio disappeared at a time when almost 25 villages of Kupwara were put under army siege to flush out, what army claimed, a group of three trapped militants. During the month long army siege, massive allegations of harassment were reported by the villagers. It was then the news of the triple disappearances also came out. Pertinently, an army’s elite officer was killed during a gunfight on November 17 which coincides with the disappearances of the trio. 
Commenting on the disappearances of the trio, on December 14, DIG Police North Kashmir Range Gareeb Das said the accused Manzoor Khwja has confessed before the police that he had met the disappeared trio. Das said the allegations leveled by the family members that the missing persons had gone with the accused Manzoor are true as the accused has confirmed this. In a police statement appeared in media, “Police investigation, says that the two men were sent to Pakistan for spying because they had both been working for army, while aiding militants to cross borders.” In another police statement, Inspector General of Police (Kashmir range) SJM Gilani said, “They were frequent border crossers and may have gone across.”
As the public pressure mounts to furnish the details of the disappeared trio, on December 16, the army ordered a probe into the disappearance. The, GOC 15 Corps LT Gen Satish Kumar Dua told media that the army has ordered an inquiry into the case of three missing men and the guilty would be ‘punished strictly’.
With the support from Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), on December 23, the victim families arranged a press conference in a local hotel at Srinagar. However, to block the families to interact with media, the hotel owner was warned by police not to allow the press conference and stationed a Police Van outside the New York hotel at Lal Chowk, Srinagar. After a brief disturbance the press conference was arranged at Jhelum bank, right outside the APDP office. 
The family members including wives of three disappeared, their children among them two visually impaired visited Srinagar to talk to media. 
As the case starts shaping up a high-profile one, a volunteer of The Informative Missive to compile the details about the circumstances in which the trio disappeared, on December 18, visited the families of two of the disappeared at Dardpora. The trio identified as Ali Mohammad Sheikh of Trehgam, Mir Hussain Khatana and Gulam Jeelani Khatana disappeared after being called by a TA personnel.
Dardpora is a village known for “Village of Widows”, the name it has given in 90s as the area houses large number of “widows of conflict” and Trehgam, known for the birth place of Kashmiri’s famous resistant leader Maqbool Bhat, who was hanged on Tihar jail way back in 1984. Again the twin villages are back in the limelight, this time about the disappearances of three civilians. All the three families nestled in mountains of Kupwara district, a distance of over 100 km from Srinagar, summer capital of J&K.  
Mir Hussain Khatana’s wife Saleema, 35, while giving the details of how her husband disappeared stated, on November 17, Mir Hussain received a phone call from Manzoor Khawja of TA 69 BN asking him to reach to Kupwara town. “The phone call appeared as emergency call as he left home at 2:00 pm in a jiffy. However, nothing appears suspicious since Manzoor hails from our village and was known to my husband,” Saleema averred.    
According to Begum Jan wife of Ghulam Jeelani before making the call to Hussain, Manzoor has visited the house of Ghulam Jeelani, at 12:00 noon, and took him along after both having tea. Jeelani’s family too has not seen any suspicion on Manzoor’s sudden visit and taking Jeelani along. In the meantime Ali Mohammad was also called through cell phone asking him to reach to Kupwara.      
Ghulam Jeelani Khatana was working as army porter from April 2015, Mir Hussain Khatana, a labour and Ali Mohammad, who disengaged from militancy in 90s had started working as a labour. 
As the day passed by, on November 18, Begum Jan called on Manzoor’s mobile only to find out his phone switched-off. After repeatedly trying on Manzoor’s number, she said, then she tried on her husband phone which was also switched-off. The phone status triggered some worries in her mind. With every hour her worries swelled-up. 
On November 19, Begum Jan’s repeated efforts were answered with disappointing news. “When I got through Manzoor’s phone he shocked me that he has no idea of my husband after he reached Kupwara town with him,” the anguished woman said. 
Then Begum Jan’s nephew Khursheed, 26, called on Manzoor’s phone only to be told that he was busy in an anti-militancy operation in Hyhama village of Kupwara. Manzoor, when insisted by Khursheed to meet him, he cautioned him not to visit there as the area was waylaid by army. With these words Manzoor turned off his phone.  
Clueless about the whereabouts of the duo, on November 23, Saleema and Begum Jan went to Manzoor’s house at Dardpora. Manzoor’s family told them that Manzoor had not visited the house since November 17. When the women insisted them to contact Manzoor, his father rang on a phone number, which later turned out to be of 2nd in Commnad Officer of TA, he told his father that he had already talked to the families about the issue. 
On November 24, Khurseed again established phone connection with Manzoor who told him that he will meet him on next day. 
Taking the search ahead, Khursheed met TA Second In-charge (Officer) who assured Khursheed that he will seriously look into the matter with Manzoor. “We made three attempts to impress upon the TA 2nd In Command official to pressure Manzoor to share the details of whereabouts of the disappeared men who went with him. On the first occasion, the officer assured me of his help but in next two attempts to meet him I was dodged by him. His men at the camp gate deny me entry inside the camp,” Khursheed stated.  
 “The TA official’s dodge deepen our worries and suspicion that something wrong might have been done with them, otherwise, there should not be any difficulty in sharing the information about the disappeared who went with Manzoor,” Khursheed said while expressing his concern about the wellbeing of the disappeared.  
 	On November 28, the families of Ghulam Jeelani Khatana and Mir Hussain Khatana filed a missing report at Kralpora police station. 
While the two families are fighting for whereabouts of the duo they got in touch with the family of Ali Mohammad of Trehgam. Ali Mohammad too got a phone call from Manzoor asking his to reach to Kupwara. It was then he was last seen by his family. On November 29, Ali Mohammad’s family filed a missing report with police station Trehgam. 
“Immediately after receiving phone call from Manzoor, my husband went out to meet him at a given location. Since then, there was no news of my husband,” Ali Mohammad’s wife Haseena Begum stated. 
When the news of trio’s disappearances spread in the area, Latief, a Sumo driver, from Dardpora met with the families of Mir Hussain Khatana and Gulam Jeelani Khatana telling them he had transported and dropped them at Pathri, on Keran - Kupwara road. He also confirmed to them Manzoor was also with them.  
When noting come to fore about their whereabouts the families of the trio filed a joint petition in Kupwara court. 
On hearing the case, the Court directed the police to produce the accused within 24 hours. On the following day, the accused was produced before the Court and police informed the judge that they had arrested Manzoor from Heeri Camp. 
On December 08, police showed five photographs of five slain militants it claimed killed in encounters since 15/11/2015. However, the families of the disappeared find no resemblance between the photographs and their disappeared dear ones.   
On December 9, police told the Court that Manzoor deposed that the duo had gone to Pakistan.
On December 14, police informed the court that the accused has confessed that the duo had met him that day and later went to Pakistan. 
On December 19, an important development took place police took in its custody Latief Ahmad, driver of a cab who transported the disappeared. The driver informed the police that he was hired by Manzoor on November 17. He further deposed that along with Manzoor three other persons boarded his cab and he dropped them at a place called Pathri, on Keran, Kupwara road.  
The families have reservations that the Court is docile in dealing with the case and now pondering to move to the High Court for speedy process. 
	The blocking of a joint press conference of APDP and victim families appeared as the state want to hide some uncomfortable and embarrassing facts about the disappeared. APDP, statement released during the press conference read, it demands that this case of disappearance of the 3 Kupwara men should be investigated in a non-prejudicial manner and the information about their actual fate would be shared with their families at the earliest. Further, it is important that all those unidentified persons killed in every encounter in Kashmir since 17th November 2015, the day of the disappearance of these 3 civilians, be investigated and their DNA samples be matched with the DNAs of the families of these 3 disappeared. Given the past experience where DNA samples have been fudged in Kashmir, we demand that an international laboratory that cannot be influenced by Indian army or the Jammu and Kashmir Police conduct the DNA test.
The families in unison rejected the police claim that the trio had gone to Pakistan for spying as baseless and with the sole aim to defame the innocents. “By making such irresponsible statements police wants to eclipse the truth and defame our dear ones. They had nothing to do either with militants or the army. Instead police should initiate an impartial investigation and bring the truth to fore,” the families stated jointly during the press conference.
On December 28, the families claimed that they got some inputs that the “disappeared persons were alive with the army and they have been advised not to make any outcry”. “We have been advised not to make any further noise over the missing people, as it could endanger their lives. We were told they are fine in army custody,” the families of the disappeared claimed. 

HUMAN RIGHTS REVIEW 2015, A BRIEF REPORT BY JKCCS

TOTAL KILLINGS:
On comparison, the frequency of killings remains similar to the previous years. The incidents like HMT youth killing, or killing of three-year-old Burhan, deaths due to littered explosives or killings by unidentified gunmen are indicative of the trend of continuing violence. This year also marked killing of former militants and political workers in Sopore area in Baramulla district by unknown assailants. The frequency of cross border shelling this year was much higher than what was recorded in previous years. 11 persons got killed due to the escalated Indo-Pak hostilities on the Line of Control and border.
In 2015, the graph of killings witnessed upswing with 219 deaths, which belies the drop-in-violence claims of the government. The month long Kupwara siege by the army to catch or kill trapped militants again points to the tightening noose of militarization which continues to be responsible for widespread violence in Jammu and Kashmir. The gruesome killing of 55 civilians during the year belied the claim of Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayed, on September 15, that “not a single bullet was fired on civilians” during his 7 month tenure (when the number of civilians killed stood at 41). The statement made by the Government of India on December 16, that 89 militants and its 37 troopers were killed up-to October 2015 is at variance with data compiled by the JKCCS.
In 2015, out of total 58 killings of troopers 52 were recorded up to October 2015. 8 cases of soldier’s suicide were also reported. Out of 106 militants 87 were killed until October this year. Out of 55 civilian killings – 11 died in cross LOC shelling, 5 were killed by army including 3 persons who died landmine blast planted by the army in Rajouri, 5 were killed by J&K Police, 3 died in alleged cross firing between militants and troopers, while as 8 people lost their lives due to littered explosives, BSF killed 1, militants killed 7 (6 by Lashkar-e-Islam), CRPF killed 1 person, VDC members killed 3 civilians including mother and son and 1 person died after being attacked by rightwing Hindu goons on Udhampur highway. However unknown gunmen killed 10 civilians.
ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCES:
Nevertheless, there is a considerable drop in cases of enforced disappearances in J&K, however, the cases like three disappearances in Kupwara keep surfacing now and then. As of now, the actual fate of the trio identified as Ali Mohammad Sheikh of Trehgam, Mir Hussain Khatana and Gulam Jeelani Khatana of Dardpora, Kupwara is not known, however, their families suspect that they might have been killed in fake encounter by army. The main accused in disappearing the trio was a Territorial Army personnel, Manzoor Ahmad Khwaja, who is presently under the police custody.
[image: ]The circumstances in which the trio disappeared refresh the specter of the Macchil Fake Encounter 2010. It appears there is a deep relation between killing of army’s Colonel Santosh Mahadik of the army’s elite para-commando force and commanding officer of 41 Rashtriya Rifles on November 17 and the disappearance of the trio. The incidents coincide. However, FIR No. 100/2015 under Section 365 RPC has been filed against the disappearances in Trehgam police station and the accused Manzoor Ahmad Khwaja, son of Gulam Qadir Khwaja, a Territorial Army soldier is in police custody but no headway was made. The suspicion that state is involved in disappearing the trio was buttressed when the police threatened a local hotel owner at Srinagar not to allow a press conference arranged by Association of Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP) where the relatives of the disappeared trio was supposed to interact with the media. However, the APDP, after a brief disturbance managed the press conference on the bank of river Jhelum outside its office.
The police, on December 8, claimed that the families were called to Police Station Kralpora, Kupwara and shown five photographs of militants killed in encounters since 15/11/2015. However, there was no resemblance between the photographs and their missing family members.
The disappearances of the trio not only confirm, there is no complete stoppage of enforced disappearances in Kashmir but whenever needed the State actors pursue the policy of disappearing people. In past government made every possible effort to obfuscate the issue by making conflicting statements at different occasion. The current Chief Minister, during his first term, in April 2003 pegged the number of disappeared at 60 during a joint press conference with then Indian Prime Minister. And only two months later, the same CM contradicted his previous statement by putting the number at 3744.
COMPARISON OF KILLINGS WITH PREVIOUS YEARS
There have been contradictory claims by various stakeholders regarding the escalation or de-escalation of killings in Jammu and Kashmir. In 2014, a total of 234 persons were killed, which included 53 civilians, 99 militants and 82 armed forces personnel. In 2013, a total of 203, which included 48 civilians, 73 militants and 82 armed forces personnel, while as in 2012, a total of 142 persons were killed, which included 31 civilians, 75 militants and 36 armed forces personnel. Comparing the killings of this year with 2012, there clearly appears to be escalation in the number of killings, but if the figures of killings for 2011 are considered, it appears to be almost consistent, during which total of 227 persons were killed, which included 56 civilians, 100 militants and 71 armed forces personnel.
ARRESTS:
This year as well the state continued the policy of detaining and arresting people involved in political protests and mobilization across Jammu and Kashmir. This policy of detaining the voices of dissent is being applied far and wide to political space for any pro-freedom activities. The government’s claim of granting amnesty to 118 stone pelters appears to be a gimmick keeping in view the continuous harassment and illegal detentions of youth.
On Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Kashmir visit on November 7th, according to newspaper reports over 1000 people were taken into jails by the state forces to thwart the pro-freedom “Million March” called by Hurriyat Conference. The house detentions of pro-freedom leaders continued this year as well. There are also contradictions in police claims on the Chairman of Hurriyat Conference Syed Ali Shah Geelani’s house arrest by misinforming media about his free movement.
Mostly, youth were arrested in nocturnal raids many of whom were booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) for expressing their dissent by means of stone pelting, as a reaction to police action during protest demonstrations. There are disturbing reports from Shopian and Palhallan areas where youth were taken into custody during night raids. These detained youth complained of humiliation and torture in police lockups. In Shopian district alone 67 youth were arrested in one go during a protest. Even the ruling coalition People Democratic Party (PDP) spokesman while admitting the largescale arrest said, people have never been arrested on this scale in a single incident but the state government has no choice to deal with people.
Pro-freedom leader Masarat Alam’s re-detention under PSA was in violation of Supreme Court decision dated 22nd March 2013 that mandated, any fresh PSA order against him would not come into force for a week from the date of communication of the order to enable him to pursue appropriate legal remedies. By this preventive detention the government has bypassed the judicial process and undermined its own institutions.
In another disturbing incident, five minor boys, who have been charged under the Unlawful Activities (Preventive) Act, were brought handcuffed in full public view by uniformed policemen to a court in Srinagar in violation of the Juvenile Justice Act 2013.
Even people were arrested for observing their religious duties as the case of a Cleric from Kulgam, who was booked under Public Safety Act (PSA) for offering Nimaz Jinaza (funeral prayer) of a slain militant. Two more boys from Palhalan area of Baramulla district were booked under controversial PSA in December for taking part in protests. If government figures are accurate, 17 persons are currently detained under Public Safety Act (PSA).
There are also allegations of illegal detention and harassment of youth in Sopore area, which remained in focus in May and June this year for being center of attacks on mobile phone installation by the gunmen of newly formed outfit Lashkar-e-Islam.
According to a young boy, SOG personnel are detaining and torturing him regularly on one or the other pretext. He also accused the forces of coercing him to work as their informer.
As recent as December 26, the arrest and filing of attempt to murder charges against the JKLF Chairman Yasin Malik for lodging protest against the killings by Village Defence Committee members (VDC) in Jammu, reaffirms the state policy of relying on detaining and framing the dissidents.
PELLET INJURIES:
It seems that the doctors oft repeated warnings and civil society concern over the rampant use of pellet guns failed to make any impact on the Government policy. The new government is no different. This year as well, the use of pellet was widespread to counter the pro-freedom protests. The continuous use of pellet guns has increased the number of injured youth, majority of whom are students, with serious eye injuries. In majority of the eye injury cases, the doctors’ opine chances of normal eyesight recovery are minimal. The doctors also expressed their concern that due to police tailing these injured youth, most of the injured avoid much-needed treatment, thereby, putting their health at high-risk particularly boys with eye injuries. There are also allegations from the families of the injured boys that the Police is impeding the treatment of their injured wards. The statement, dated November 8, made by the ruling People’s Democratic Party (PDP) President was bizarre in a sense that she expressed her unawareness about its use.
	The doctors at Srinagar’s Shri Maharaja Hari Singh (SMHS) Hospital stated that this year alone 40 youth with pellet injuries were treated in this hospital. There are scores of youth, with some financial strength, who moved to places like Amritsar, Jallandhar and Indore for advanced treatment but many due to lack of financial support continue to suffer. The government’s admission that only two persons, this year, lost eyesight due to pellets is far from the truth and with the aim to play-down the use of it. Alone from Palhalan, Pattan two cases of eye injuries were reported. In both the cases the chances of their eyesight recovery is bleak.
In the case of a youth, Tanveer Ahmed Dar, 19, from Palhalan Pattan, doctors opined he might lose his vision in one of his eyes due to pellet injury.
Another youth, 16-year-old Manzoor Ahmed Bhat from Aglar Pattan was injured by the use of pellet gun by armed forces and Police in right eye and the chances of his proper eyesight recovery are bleak. Another case which came to fore was of Hamid Nazir, a 6 minor aged 16, who underwent eye operation. Several pellets, despite operation, are still stuck in his eyes. According to doctors, the vision of his right eye is almost gone.
In third week of August, over a dozen boys received pellet injuries in South Kashmir’s
Kaimoh tehsil. One of the boys had a perforating eye injury; inflicting severe trauma to his eyeball and the visual prognosis seemed to be very bad after pellets hit him.
The Hurriyat Conference (M) stated that until October this year 15 persons suffered serious pellet injuries.
On June 27, a youth at Nowhatta was critically injured in the eye with pellets.
In Kakpora Pulwama, another two persons were injured in the eye by pellet guns.
In November, a minor boy from Nawakadal, Srinagar was operated upon at SMHS Hospital after pellets perforated his abdomen. His hospital file reads that pellets pierced his “wall of gut, jejunum, transverse colon and descending colon. He had three pellets in jejunum.
CUSTODIAL KILLINGS:
This year, one case of custodial killing has been reported in the newspapers. The killing reassured that the State actors have not completely given up on killing the people in custody.
On February 11, Nazir Ahmad Mughal, R/O Gujjar Pati village of Zirhama, Kupwara was killed in police custody. Police had detained him for questioning in connection with a kidnapping and murder case few days before his killing. The public outcry forced the police to file FIR No. 41/2015 at Police Station Kupwara and government ordered a probe into the killing, however, no headway was made.
TORTURE:
Torture is another form of human rights violation, which continues to remain an institutionalized policy of the armed forces and police. The prime targets are the youth, mostly students. The torture has been used on minors and youth alike to suppress them
more than to extract information. The torture not only ruins a person from physical strength but also dents his psychological well being. While Nazir Ahmad Mugal of Kupwara died of torture in police custody, there are others who survived it.
A case in point is of a boy Salim Beigh, 22, from Sopore who is facing continuous torture and arrests at the hands of the Special Operations Group (SOG) of J&K Police. The SOG surveillance and torture has generated in him suicidal tendencies. Young Salim has lost his physical strength to bear any further torture; therefore, he was provoked to end his life, as there is no end to the harassment against him by SOG. Not only him, his father too was humiliated and beaten by the forces, due to which his father’s left ear got damaged.
In connection with attacks on mobile towers in May and June by the gunmen of Lashkar-e-Islam, dozens of youths were arrested and many tortured on mere suspicion.
The youth who were arrested during that period, leveled allegations against the police that more than probing the mysterious attacks; police detained the youth for torture and coercing them to work as informers. Salim Beigh is one of the boys who blamed the SOG of coercing him to work as its extension.
In August, five of the seven persons who were picked up by SOG of police from Karhama village in Kunzer north Kashmir accused the forces of torturing them in the custody. The boys were identified as Raies Ahmad Reshi, a labourer; Firdous Ahmad Reshi a student; Abid Ahmad Rather, a shopkeeper; Younis Ahamd Bhat, an electrician; Hilal Ahmad Wani, a government employee; Mushtaq Ahmad Rather, a medical representative and an elderly farmer, Muhammad Jamal Dar.
	Another case of torture surfaced was of a minor Umar Mushtaq Untoo, a student of class 11th, from Sopore. After being caught, he was lodged at police station Pattan, subjail Baramulla and Pattan SOG camp for nearly a fortnight, which is a gross violation of the Juvenile Act.
These are the few cases of reported torture. Normally, survivors report torture once the post-torture harassment by the perpetrators aimed to discourage them to report torture ebbs.
KILLINGS OF POLITICAL WORKERS:
This year as well the gun remained pointed towards the political activists. Reportedly, gunmen killed four political activists this year. A Congress Sarpanch Ghulam Hassan Dar was killed by Lashkar-e-Islam not for his political activism, but for allowing space to mobile tower in his lawn. A Hurriyat Conference (G) activist Altaf-ur-Rehman Sheikh was killed by gunmen of Lashkar-e-Islam after Syed Ali Shah Geelani, the Chairman of Hurriyat Conference (G) had opposed the actions of Lashkar-e-Islam. Another Sarpanch Haji Karamatullah Hussain lost his life in cross LOC shelling in Poonch and an NC activist Ishtiyaq Ahmad was killed by Village Defence Committee (VDC) members over a land dispute in Rajouri district of Jammu province.
KILLINGS DUE TO UNEXPLODED SHELLS AND IEDS:
It seems that the armed forces and Police are not paying any heed to the concerns expressed by the people and human rights group time and again over the littered explosions, which are turning playing fields into death traps. Mostly children died in the explosives scattered unchecked. While eight minors died in littered explosions three lost their lives when they accidently stepped over army planted land mines in Nowshera area of Jammu divisions.
HARASSMENT OUTSIDE JAMMU AND KASHMIR:
Kashmiris pursuing studies or involved in professional activities in different parts of India are facing differential treatment and physical assaults. The phenomenon continued this year as well. It seems like previous regimes, the new dispensation failed to exert any pressure to bring down attacks, at times fatal, on Kashmiris professionally engaged across India.
In the beginning of this year, two young Kashmiris, pursuing their winter internships with different media and public relations (PR) organizations, were assaulted. However, the internees avoid naming themselves for fear of reprisals.
In a shocking incident, which serves as a reminder of Meerut University episode of 2014, in February this year, a college in Haryana has served expulsion notice to 60
Kashmiri students after the students who are fully covered by Prime Minister’s Special Scholarship Scheme (PMSSS) were unable to pay ‘unjustified’ extra fee.
In another incident, on March 23, dozens of Kashmiri students studying at Maharana Pratap group of institutions, Kanpur were beaten up by a group of local students at a private college in Kanpur for protesting against targeting their classmate for spotting beard.
	In August, media reported, Delhi police served notices to the hoteliers not to accommodate Kashmiris in their hotels.
	In September, in the backdrop of the protest against an unclean plate at the mess of the Udaipur University by a Kashmiri student, the mess in-charge slapped the student, which was later challenged by other Kashmiri students. In response to this protest, around 1200 students were asked to leave Pacific University in Udaipur.
On October 29, two Kashmiri students in Delhi were thrashed by some youth who were in a Scorpio vehicle near Maa Anandamayee Marg in southeast Delhi’s Govindpuri area. The incident left Mohammed Shakeer (22) and Muneeb Geelani (22) of Srinagar with life-threatening injuries.
SEXUAL VIOLENCE:
This year there have been some cases reported in the media about the rapes and molestations perpetrated by armed forces and police.
On August 24, an SOG cop Babar Ahmad misbehaved with a college girl in the Main Town, Pulwama. The incident triggered fierce clashes between civilians and Police
injuring at least seven people including four policemen. To contain the situation police filed a case against the accused cop.
On October 8, an army man was arrested for allegedly raping a woman in Poonch district of Jammu and Kashmir. The accused, Haq Nawaz, who is deployed with 6 Engineers Regiment and presently posted in Kashmir, was on leave when he barged into the house of a lady in Mankote area of Mendhar tehsil and allegedly raped her when she was alone. The accused had threatened victim to not disclose the incident to anyone and escaped from her house.
A case has been registered following a complaint by the victim, after which the accused was arrested.
In another case, on November 11, a local court in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district has sent a Territorial Army soldier to judicial custody for “kidnapping and raping” a Kashmiri woman. Identified as, Parvaiz Ahmad Khan, son of Ali Mohammad Khan of Halmatpora in Kupwara was sent to judicial custody by a Munsif court. Khan, a soldier of 10 JAKLI posted in Sunjwani in Jammu region, was charge sheeted by police for kidnapping and raping a woman of Kupwara district.
Police while acknowledging the incident stated, that on the promise of marrying her, Khan took the woman to Srinagar on October 5 for three days where he raped her, police said. After three days of agony, the woman managed to escape from Khan and reached her home.
PROBES AND INQUIRIES:
This year, in nine cases of human rights violations, the government ordered probes. The perception that probes are ordered to deflate the public anger has been proved yet again as findings are still withheld in 8 out of 9 probes. This year, only in one case the government probe was concluded. In the case of Farooq Ahmad Bhat of Palhallan, Pattan the enquiry report finds police involvement and declared the youth innocent. However, it could not be ascertained whether any action was initiated against the guilty
or not.
The victims, who were assured action against the guilty by the government in so-called time bound inquiry at the time of the incident, have to suffer and face harassment from the perpetrators and State. Take the case of Suhail Ahmad Sofi of Narbal who was killed by police on April 18 this year, his family has accused the police of trying to force them into a comprise to prevent two of their men accused in the killing from being tried in a court of law and to subvert the investigations.
VILLAGE DEFENCE COMMITTEE:
The Village Defence Committees (VDC) militia continues to indulge in unaccounted human rights violations. This year, May 22 statement by Indian Defence Minister to “neutralize terrorist through terrorists” has embolden such a force. The VDC member’s actions now and then come into limelight when they kill civilians; otherwise, there other crimes like harassment and intimidation to common people escape the media watch. Several times in 2015, now particularly after the killing of mother and son by VDCs in Rajouri, the demand to disband the militia grew louder but at the same time the rightwing Hindu organisations in Jammu, have been threatening the government against banning of VDCs. These right wing groups feel emboldened by the support expressed by the statement of the Deputy Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, who happens to be from BJP.
It is pertinent to mention, that in the 10 districts of Jammu province the 26000 VDCs have more than 90% members from Hindu community, which has led to communal polarization and also increase in the militarization.
On June 30 a Territorial Army soldier Liyaqat Ali and VDC member Tariq were arrested for firing and creating panic among people in Targie area of Kotranka belt of district Rajouri. On June 30 a Territorial Army soldier Liyaqat Ali and VDC member Tariq were arrested for firing and creating panic among people in Targie area of Kotranka belt of district Rajouri.
On August 12, Ramban police arrested a Village Defence Committee (VDC) member Beer Singh for shooting dead his colleague Tirath Chand in the mountainous district of Ramban. This killing served a pointer that how dangerous this group could be to unarmed civilians.
Four months later, in December, two gruesome incidents took place in the same district. On December 20, a youth leader of National Conference (NC) Ishtyaq Ahmad was killed by the VDC member Kewal Sharma in Potha village. Merely five days later, on December 25, in another gruesome incident a woman and her four-year-old son were killed in cold blood by this unbridled force.
The firing and killing incidents inject deep fear particularly in Muslim community of Jammu who find themselves highly vulnerable to this force.
The statement made by the Deputy Chief Minister ruling out disbanding of the VDC while responding to the December killings was deplorable. The continuation of this force poses a disturbing question, as to how the government is comfortable with such a force having a long track record of human rights violations like rapes, killings, abductions etc. It appears the group was created to infuse terror and curb the Muslims populace of the Jammu province on the name of countering militancy.
Pertinent to mention here, followed by the 2013 riots in Kishtwar and widespread allegations against the VDCs, Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) filed a Public Interest Litigation in the Srinagar Bench of the Jammu and Kashmir High Court. The PIL besides seeking complete ban on VDCs also sought an investigation into the creation, existence and the crimes perpetrated by pro-government militia – Ikhwan, and the disarming of Special Police Officials (SPOs), and limiting their functions.
SUICIDE AND FRATRICIDES:
This year as well, the trend of suicides continued in the ranks of Indian military, paramilitary and police forces despite certain mechanism claimed to have been put in place by the government to prevent such cases. As many as eight cases of suicide by military, paramilitary and police forces came to fore this year. Out of eight cases four were from army, one from Air Defence Regiment, two CRPF and a policeman, committed suicide. However, no incident of fratricidal killings incident was reported.
STATE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION:
The State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) remained dysfunctional for the entire year. Despite the High Court direction, the government “deliberately” continues to render the Commission defunct. On November 18, the four-week deadline set by the High Court on October 14 to make the Commission functional was observed in breach by the government.
The Commission, which serves as a recommendatory body, embarrassed the government by its finding into unmarked graves and mass graves and re-opening of Kunan Poshpora Mass Rape case, since then has received the neglect of the government. Immediately after the judgment by SHRC on unmarked graves and Kunan Poshpora mass rape case, the then Chairperson, Justice Bashiruddin retired. Since then in SHRC no new members were inducted and neither did the government appoint any Chairperson. Keeping in view the role of the Commission, to some extent in exposing the state agencies, it appears the government has decided not to allow the Commission to function.
No fresh matters are being filed in the SHRC and it’s unlikely that the appointments for the Commission would be made within reasonable time. Pertinently, this is for the first time since the establishment of the SHRC that it would be without a member for such a long time.
MEDIA:
Viewed as irritants by the state forces the media persons have to face the wrath of the state forces while performing their professional assignments. The revelation made by Indian Express editor Shekhar Gupta during a programme in Srinagar on October 15 that he would often receive threats from the Indian Army and other government establishments for covering Kashmir, was nothing new to the local journalists. In fact the locals are used to it.
On January 23, a police officer damaged the camera of a photojournalist associated with Kashmir Reader while he was discharging his professional duties in Reshi Bazar area of Islamabad (Anantnag). The journalist was also threatened by police official of Sub Inspector rank to frame him in a false case.
In another incident, on June 21, some guards of a Minister allegedly beat a journalist Javaid Malik, of Greater Kashmir. Malik had alleged that he was thrashed by the cops for objecting to lewd remarks passed at his wife by one of the guards.
On November 2, a photojournalist Shuaib Masoodi associated with New Delhi-based, The Indian Express, was assaulted by the army and Special Operations Group at Bandipora. He was thrashed near Wullar Vantage Park at Gurura. Bandipora Journalist’s Association protested against this incident.
On November 08, policemen in Bandipora ruthlessly beat up another Kashmir Reader reporter Owais Farooqi when he was covering a protest in the town. He was detained at Bandipora police station for nearly six hours despite the police was shown the professional I-card.
HIGHWAY ASSAULTS:
In view of the controversy erupted after the Beef ban judgment, Kashmiris faced attacks from Hindu right wing goons on the Srinagar-Jammu highway, particularly around Udhampur district. The highway assaults against Kashmiris resurfaced leaving one person dead and many injured, which is a chilling reminder of year 2008 economic
blockade imposed by rightwing Hindu groups of Jammu region. Pertinently, in September, the state chief of the VHP Leela Karan Sharma threatened economic blocked if the ban on cow slaughter was not imposed in J&K.
On October 9, Hindu goons using petrol bomb on Udhampur highway attacked a truck driven by Kashmiri driver. In the attack carried by over a dozen goons, two persons including the truck conductor Zahid Rasool were seriously injured. A week later on October 18, Zahid Rasool succumbed to his burn injuries. The method in which the attack was carried was not a random but a planned one.
In another attack, on November 22, a Kashmiri driver of an oil tanker was beaten up by a mob in Nandni area on the Jammu-Srinagar highway during night. The driver was accused of smuggling cows by the attackers. This assault also appeared pre-planned as the two cars halted in the middle of the road a few meters ahead of the tanker. The Swift car in which the assailants were travelling was without a number plate. At least six of assailants came down and surrounded the tanker and brought the onboard down and started beating them.
On December 03, in another incident of highway attacks, a mob demonstrating against the rise of “anti-India activities in the Jammu and Kashmir” set ablaze a Kashmir-bound vehicle in Kalakote area of Rajouri district after beating up six passengers. The vehicle was on its way to Kashmir valley via Mughal road.
These incidents have unnerved the transporters and Jammu bound drivers, who reluctantly ply their vehicles on Srinagar-Jammu highway, the only route connects valley with India. According to a driver, if there would not be bread-earning compulsion, nobody would take Jammu highway. There is no security whatsoever to Kashmiri drivers.

SOG HARASSMENT GENERATES SUICIDAL TENDENCIES IN A YOUNG BOY

Perennial harassments and torture by Special Operation Group of Police (SOG) leaves a young boy Salim Baig, 22, son of Mushtaq Ahmad Baig of Sopore frustrated. This frustration generated suicidal tendencies in him. Salim had to discontinue his education in 8th standard only to support his poverty ridden family. Perhaps his denial to work as SOG informer and refusal to pay the force the ransom money keep the harassment and torture going. At this young age, he complains of physical complicacies and mental trauma, which is a direct result of SOG torture and continuous harassment.  
In a state of desperation Salim Baig walked into the office of JKCCS along with his brother and mother for its intervention to put an end to unabated harassment to him. The frustration was quite palpable by his behavior. His wounds, which he said, was the result of torture, were quite a fresh. His fractured left arm was hung with bandage tied around his neck hidden under his pheran (gown type garment wore in winters). He has also carrying in his bag many medical prescriptions establishing his health complicacies.  
While making his statement to The Informative Missive he said, “On May 19, 2012, during night, SOG men raided my house and took me to Town Hall (Sopore) SOG Camp. That day I had first time taken part in a protest and also pelted few stones. I never expect that for taking part in protest will turn my life into a hell.” 
In the camp, Salim said, “I was detained for 22 days, during that period I was tortured by (then) Dy SP Reyaz thrice a day – 15 minutes each time. The SOG men after removing my clothes suspended me with ceiling with my hands tied rearward use their military leather belts and bamboo sticks on me indiscriminately. During the torture buckle of a belt lash struck on my skull and I slipped into cataleptic state. It appeared to me as in some massive rock hit me on my head. I was suffering for continuous nausea for few days”
Thereafter, Salim was shifted to police station Sopore P/S where he was kept for 12 days. An FIR No. 126/2012 was filed against him. Salim further stated, “For about 2 ½ months I was lodged at Baramulla Sub Jail. Despite the court granted me the bail I was taken by Counter Intelligence Kashmir (CIK) at Budgam where I was kept for 3 days, then shifted back to Sopore police station where I was kept detained for 10 days. And finally released”
In 2014, Salim was summoned through phone by Sopore police station which handed him over to SOG Camp Town Hall. Salim said, “This time Dy SP Sajad tortured me. The forces tried to pressure me to join them as informer. It was the prime reason that they are after me. Again I was stripped off, hung with a rope and beaten with bamboo sticks and military belts. The torture continued for an hour and after that I was handed back over to police station Sopore where I was kept in lock up for one month,” Salim stated.  
In May and June 2015, when unknown gunmen started targeting the mobile phone installations in Sopore area police again summoned Salim. While giving the further account of his torture the boy said, “During the mobile tower attacks in Sopore, SOG again summoned me to report to the Town Hall Camp. When I reached the camp, I saw as many as 30 boys were already called into the camp. We all were beaten by the SOG men led by Dy SP Sajad. Again I was stripped naked, my hands tied with rope and hung with ceiling and was beaten with belts and bamboo rods. After five days of torture except 4 boys rest were released. I along with three other boys was shifted to Cargo SOG Camp at Srinagar, where I was kept for 30 days.”    
On November 28, Salim’s father Mushtaq Ahmad was arrested in place of his son, who was on labour assignment with a team of cooks in Srinagar. “On November 28, this year, I got a phone call from my brother informing me of my father’s arrest by SOG instead of me. He was released only when I produced myself before the Sopore police station, which handed me over to SOG on November 30. During my father’s detention he was also beaten and a slap which hit him on his left ear made him unable to hear through this ear afterwards. In the camp, I was again tortured by Dy SP Sajad for a day and in the evening I was handed back over to police in critical conditions. The mode of torture remained the same as earlier.”
Again on December 20, SOG called on Salim’s friend Muzamil’s number asking him to tell Salim to report to the camp however, Salim due to health issues avoided to go. He is having strong apprehensions any more torture could cost his life. 
“I hardly sleep at nights. At occasion I find difficult to catch even a single wink. My heart often rushes and beats loudly. I am deeply frustrated by this endless harassment. The continuous harassment may push me to suicide. The SOG also demanded money from me and coercing me to work as their informer. Neither I am in a position to pay them the money nor I can help them as informer,” had Salim resolved. 

SHOT BY IKHWANIS MAN RENDERED HANDICAPPED

Ghulam Nabi Reshi, 52, once a hardworking bus driver, uses only his left hand to arrange things for himself. Since 1999 he is unable to use his left hand, whatsoever, after being shot at by an Ikhwani who wants to take him out of militant cordon. The bullet fired hit his right armpit rendering his arm incapacitated. Earlier in 1995 Ghulan Nabi’s elder brother Abdul Rashid Reshi, a policeman, was killed by notorious Ikhwan commander Rashid Khan in 1995. 
Ghulam Nabi, 53, son of Noor Mohammad of Manzhar, Kupwara while talking to The Informative Missive said, “I was a Tata Passenger Bus 407 driver. My plying rout was Hyhama-Manzhar Kupwara. As usual in 1999 when I was picking up the passengers at Manzhar bus stop, two gun wielding Ikhwanis Zakir Hussan and Mansoor Ahmad Khan also hopped in. As the bus was travelling at snail pace, the sound of few gunshots were heard. The sound triggered panic amongst the passangers who raised hue and cry. I halted the bus as it was all chaos inside the bus.” 
Before the people understand anything, suddenly, a group of well-armed militants appeared asking Ghulam Nabi not to move his bus. “The militants asked the passengers to de-board and prove their identities. Zakir Hussain got mixed up with the passengers and managed to give slip to the militants. However, Mansoor Ahmad Khan hid in the bus to evade the militants,” Nabi stated.  
He further said, finding himself in trouble, Mansoor forced Ghulam Nabi to start and speed up his bus to drop him some distance away. However, Ghualm Nabi refused to do so, as he was concerned about the safety of the passengers. 
“Trapped in militants’ siege, aimed at getting Ikhwanis, Mansoor pointed his gun at me asking me to start and speed up the bus to a particular location. When I told him it could put the life of the passangers in trouble, he fired at me. The bullet hit my armpit leaving me in a pool of blood. Then I slipped into unconscious state,” Nabi narrated while giving the account of how he was fired by the Ikhwani. 
Ghulam Nabi later learnt that the militants stopped his bus to get the Ikhawnis on board. When he was fired militants entered his bus and killed Mansoor. “I was taken to hospital at Srinagar by a group of pedestrians. In Bone and Joint Hospital I spent over two months to nurse my deep wound. The injury was so severe that it rendered my right arm completely dysfunctional,” Nabi averred.   
Kupwara police station visited the spot and filed FIR no. 184/99.  Few months later Ghulam Nabi was compensated by Deputy Commissioner’s office Kupwara with a meager amount of Rs. 5000/. 
Since his injury he is unable to do any work and spend most of his time at his house. Occasionally, he contributes in peasantry work of his family. 
After few years militants killed Mansoor.  

VDC MILITIAMEN MURDERS THREE IN FIVE DAYS 

In less than five days, Village Defence Committee (VDC) members killed three civilians including mother and her son in Rajouri district. The killing triggered protests in Rajouri and Srinagar districts. Govt. rules out disbanding the militia. 
	First on December 20, a youth leader of National Conference was shot dead by a member of a Village Defence Committee following a quarrel over the distribution of ration in Rajouri district of Jammu division.
Twenty-six-year-old Ishtyaq Ahmed was shot dead by VDC member Kewal Sharma in Potha village of Kalakote Tehsil of Rajouri district, police statement said.
	“Locals apprehended the accused and handed him over to the police,” he added.  A case has been registered and the accused arrested, his rifle confiscated by the police, the official said.
Ishtyaq’s family members, however, blamed an old rivalry between the two which resulted in the killing.
“Kewal has been indulging in anti-social activities and despite being a VDC member he is also a distributor of CAPD department who has been caught several times illegally selling the government ration to private dealers,” Rashid Chowdhary, uncle of the victim, said.
He said Ishtyaq had started a movement in the area against the accused, who in the past had threatened him of dire consequences.
	As the anger was yet to die down in Rajouri against VDC militia, a woman and her four-year-old her son was killed by VDC member. 
VDC member Mushtaq Ahmad, from Budhal village, fired at Shamim Akhter, 35, and her son Tawheed Ahmad at their home in Samote village.
The police have filed a case and constituted a special police team to arrest the absconding accused. The double murder triggered a massive demonstration.
In Kashmir the killings were strongly protested and a one day strike was also observed in the valley. In past, at many occassions the formation of VDC militia came under enormous criticism and a PIL to disband militia is sub judice before the J&K High Court. 
As per police records, 196 cases have been registered against VDC members in various police stations of Jammu province.
However, the government continued with its policy of keeping this unbridled force funtional. While replying to the killings of civilians, the deputy Chief Minister of J&K Nirmal Singh said, "These (disbanding of Village Defence Committees (VDCs) are irrelevant demands. If a Army jawan or a police man does something bad, will Army and Police be disbanded." 
On December 29, Hindu right wing groups RSS and VHP have demanded that the VDC should be armed with Self Loading Rifles (SLRs). “It is our old demand that VDCs should be armed with SLRs since these weapons are not being used by the police, paramilitary or army,” Dubey told media.

3 MINOR BROTHERS KILLED IN UDHAMPUR GRENADE EXPLOSION

Dec 23: Three minor brothers were killed in an explosion at Bhiron nallah near Jammu-Srinagar national highway in Udhampur district.
Reports said that the incident occurred this afternoon at around 1.30 PM when three brothers (Rag-Pickers) were trying to extract lead from a live shell which they might have collected from any nearby area. The deceased were extracting lead from the shell which exploded resulting in the death of the trio.
“The blast was potent that it instantly killed all the three brothers, with their body parts scattered over a large area,” reports said, adding that their parents could be traced by police after it started looking for missing children in the area. 
"A blast took place in a nallah area near Bhiron bridge in Udhampur. Three children had gone there when blast occurred on December 23," SSP Udhampur Mohammad Suleman Choudhary said.
The three rag-picker brothers were killed and have been identified as Vikar, 15, Deepu, 10, and Meheshu, 7, sons of Bola Ram of Gandri, Ramban district presently living in Bhiron area, he said.
Investigations are on into the nature the blast and reasons for the children being at the accident site, he said.
Initial police reports also pointed towards children carrying scrap when explosion took place at Bhiron Bridge. There was a shell in the scrap which exploded resulting in the death of three children, he said.
Their parents work as labourers. The bodies have been shifted to hospital and would be handed over to their family members for last rites after legal and medical formalities.
A case in this regard has been registered, they said.
Bhola Ram, a labour, along with his wife and eight children including four girls had come to Dhanore only few months ago. Earning his livelihood by working as a labourer, he had been living there in a rented accommodation.
DIG Udhampur-Reasi Range Surinder Gupta along with SSP Udhampur Mohammad Suleman Choudhary rushed to the spot. 
DIG Udhampur-Reasi Range Surinder Gupta ruled out chance of militancy and said that the trio died due to explosion of mortar.
Chief Minister, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, today expressed profound shock over the tragic death of three brothers in an explosion in Udhampur district of Jammu.
In his condolence message, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, Deputy Chief Minister Dr Nirmal Singh and Member Parliament and PDP President Mehbooba Mufti conveyed their sympathies to the bereaved family members and prayed to Almighty for giving them courage to bear such an irreparable loss. They also prayed for peace to the departed souls.


‘HE WAS HARASSED INTO JOINING MILITANT RANKS’, SAYS SHAKIR’S FAMILY

 (
“We received a call from Sopore police station that they have arrested our son, Shakir, and that he is a militant. He was in jail for almost eight months, when he was released on bail we tried to advise him not to take part in militancy, and he agreed. But after he was released he became a soft target of the government forces. He was even arrested when there was an anti-Israel protest by the students of Degree College Sopore. He was behind bars for two weeks then was again arrested some months ago when the local shrine partially burnt down. The police said he had burnt it. He was often called by the forces to their camps”
)December 09: The local militant among the two killed in a gunfight with the SOG near Sempora, Pampore, on on December 8 was identified as Shakir Showkat Bhat of Nowpora, Sopore.
Shakir was a BSC 3rd year student in Degree College Sopore, district Baramulla. He was one of three sons of Showkat Ahmad Bhat, a fruit trader. Shakir was first arrested on April 7, 2013, by the police in Bahrampora, Sopore, with a Lashkar-e-Toiba militant Qari Naveed alias Fahadullah, of Pakistan.
“We received a call from Sopore police station that they have arrested our son, Shakir, and that he is a militant. He was in jail for almost eight months, when he was released on bail we tried to advise him not to take part in militancy, and he agreed. But after he was released he became a soft target of the government forces. He was even arrested when there was an anti-Israel protest by the students of Degree College Sopore. He was behind bars for two weeks then was again arrested some months ago when the local shrine partially burnt down. The police said he had burnt it. He was often called by the forces to their camps,” Showkat Ahmad told media. In fact, the family accuses government forces of harassing their son and pushing him to join militant ranks.
Shakir, the family says, was a pious boy who used to pray five times a day. He also used to teach the Quran to children in the local Masjid. On October 23, Shakir left home in morning and never came back. His father went looking for him but a friend of Shakir told him he (Shakir) had sent a text saying he was never coming back and requested that no one should file a missing person report.
“But we lodged a missing report for our safety so that the forces will not harass us,” his father said. Shakir’s mother, on her part, told media, “I promised my son that I will not cry on his funeral, because he is a martyr and a martyr never dies. I am proud to be Shakir’s mother. We all are proud of him”.
One of his close friends told media that Shakir kept everything to himself and never spoke of his pro-freedom activities. “I am proud to be his close friend,” he added.
Thousands of people took part in Shakir’s funeral procession. People from Nowpora and adjacent localities, including Sopore town, Seelu, Tarzoo, Mazbugh and Achabal rushed to the house of the bereaved family. Mourners, including women, amid pro-freedom and anti-India slogans, offered funeral prayers in Nowpora. Soon after the funeral was over, groups of youths took to the streets and pelted stones on vehicles in Sopore town.
A complete shutdown was also observed in the town to mourn the death of the militant. All shops and business establishments remained shut.

PSA RAMPANT

There is a continuous application of Public Safety Act (PSA) on dissidents. In this month alone four persons were booked under this controversial Act. Be it was a part taking in performing religious obligations or dissent activists state applied the same yardstick by booking people under PSA.  
· AUQAF PRESIDENT BOOKED UNDER PSA, SHIFTED TO KATHUA JAIL
Dec 2: Auqaf president who was detained by police during a nocturnal raid from his residential house in Bugam village of South Kashmir’s Kulgam district was shifted to Kathua Jail on Wednesday, family members of Fayaz Ahmed Rather told media.
“We were informed by police that Fayaz Ahmed has been booked under Public Safety Act and was shifted to Kathua jail on Wednesday. The police did not allow us to meet him before he was bundled into a police vehicle,” said the wife of Auqaf President.
Fayaz Ahmed Rather has three children and the eldest one is just seven years old. 
“He is the sole bread earner for his family. He is innocent and was arrested just because he is religious and was imparting Islamic education to the youth of the area,” said a relative of Fayaz. 
	Confirming the incident, a police official said on condition of anonymity that PSA was slapped on Rather for his involvement in anti-state activities. “He has been booked under FIR vide number 224/2015 under section 147,148,149,336,307 of RPC,” the Police Official told CNS.  
· CLERIC WHO LED ABU QASIM’S FUNERAL BOOKED UNDER PSA
Dec 02: Days after being detained during a nocturnal raid, Fayaz Ahmad Rather, a cleric who led the funeral prayers of Lashkar-e-Toiba militant Abu Qasim in Kulgam, has been imprisoned under the Public Safety Act.
On October 29, Rather had led the funeral prayers of top commander Abu Qasim, killed in a gunfight with government forces, even as thousands of people participated in the funeral procession. Qasim was later buried in the local martyr’s graveyard.
	“Police informed us that he (Rather) was booked under the PSA and was taken to Kathua jail (in Jammu),” the cleric’s family reportedly told a local news agency. The family also accused the police of not allowing them a meeting with Rather before he was bundled into a vehicle.
	“PSA was slapped on him (Rather) for his involvement in anti-state activities and he was booked under Section 147, 148, 149, 336, 307, RPC,” a senior police official told media.
	Rather’s detention in November, during a nocturnal raid, had sparked protests after locals accused forces of ransacking residential houses.
	According to locals, a large contingent of police barged into Rather’s house and dragged him out. This led to protest demonstrations by residents, including the closure of all shops and business establishments.
“He is the sole bread earner in his family and we have no idea how we will survive now. He is innocent and was arrested just because he is religious and was imparting Islamic education to the youths of the area,” his family reportedly told the news agency.
· TWO BOOKED UNDER PSA IN PALHALLAN; SHIFTED TO UDHAMPUR JAIL
Dec 17: Two persons from Palhallan Pattan area of North Kashmir’s Baramulla district were shifted to Udhampur Jail after Public Safety Act (PSA) was slapped on them for their alleged involvement in stone-pelting incidents in the town.
Many youth from past two months have been booked under PSA in Palhallan town for their alleged role in stone-pelting incidents, however, a senior police officer told CNS that most of the youth booked under PSA were ‘drug addicts’ and ‘gamblers’ who according to police officer were are also stone-pelters. He said seven youth have been booked under PSA in Baramulla district in recent past. 
Sources said the youth who were shifted to Udhampur Jail under PSA hail from Palhallan town. Police sources identified them as Adil Ahmed Mir son of Ghulam Muhammad and Muhammad Ashraf. They were recently arrested by police during a raid. Locals told CNS that the son of Muhammad Ashraf Mir is also in police custody. 

MINOR TORTURED, ILLEGALLY DETAINED FOR A FORTNIGHT

Dec 03: A minor, who has to appear in his Class 11 exams examination next week, was arrested, tortured and jailed for a fortnight in violation of the Juvenile Justice (care and protection) Act, 2013.
The youngster, Umar Mushtaq Untoo, who is actually from Sopore, was nabbed by the police while taking part in a protest in Palhalan on October 27, a fact corroborated by his family. Umar apparently travelled to Palhalan to take part in protests.
After being caught, he was lodged at police station Pattan, sub-jail Baramulla and Pattan SOG camp for nearly a fortnight, which is a gross violation of the Juvenile Act.
The Act defines a juvenile as someone who has not completed 18 years of age and provides for a juvenile to be lodged in special homes. The Act also prohibits detention of minors in a police lock-up or jail, and says that special juvenile police units have to be designated to deal with such cases.  Every police station is also supposed to have a Juvenile Child Welfare Officer.
According to documents accessed by media, Umar was shifted to Kashmir’s Juvenile Home at Harwan on November 13, and was produced before a district court on November 24. Again, he had to spend a night in police lock-up and was then brought back to the special home on November 26. That day, the court granted him bail but the police immediately booked him in another case of stone-pelting.
“Umar was produced handcuffed in court and it was only outside the chamber of the judge that his chains were removed by uniformed cops. When the court bailed him, we were asked by police to come to police station Pattan for signing some documents. But they kept us waiting till late night and ultimately didn’t release him and instead framed him in another case,” Umar’s mother Hameeda Begum told media.
The Juvenile Act prohibits handcuffing of minors. Neither can policemen wearing uniforms produce them in courts, nor can juveniles be tried in regular courts. According to the law, a juvenile has to be accompanied by a police official in plainclothes before the Juvenile Justice Board headed by a principal magistrate dealing with children in conflict with law.
“My son is a stone thrower and he was caught on the spot,” said Hameeda, who broke down while narrating the story, “But at least they should not have beaten him and put in jail like an adult. His date of birth is November 1999. We have approached everyone in the government, including our local MLA, to seek his release but to no avail.”
Umar’s father Mushtaq Ahmad, a labourer, alleged his son was detained for five days in the SOG camp at Pattan, where he was tortured and then shifted to sub-jail Baramulla, where he was kept for a week.
The family says they have spent whatever they could trying to get Umar released. “We hired lawyers and had to pay bribes to many people,” said Hameeda. They also rue the fact that not a single pro-freedom leader has ever visited them during these hard times.
On his part, Deputy Superintendent of Police Pattan, Farooq Ahmad, said Umar was caught after being identified on video footage of several stone-throwing incidents, while admitting he was lodged in the jail and police station: “He was lodged in the jail because his age wasn’t established at first. But later he was sent to Juvenile Home Harwan after his certificates were produced in court. He is involved in different stone throwing cases.”
But a senior police official, on condition of anonymity, had a more sinister angle: Umar, he said, was a “habitual and dreaded” stone-pelter. “If we release him, his life is in danger,” the official said.

POLICE NOT RELEASING OUR CHILDREN DESPITE COURT ORDER: PARENTS OF ARRESTED MINORS

Dec 13: The parents of three arrested minors -- whom media earlier reported about when they were presented in court in handcuffs, in violation of the Juvenile Justice Act – held a protest on Saturday at the Press Colony, accusing the police of lodging false cases against their children and not releasing them despite court orders.
“The court gave orders to release all of them, but they (police) are not following the orders,” a tearful mother of one of the three told media. The parents said that, earlier, police station Nowhatta released their kids but within minutes personnel from police station Maharaja Gunj arrested them again, and that the children have been shifted to Zadibal police station.
A parent said the minors, in handcuffs, were presented before a court on Tuesday last week, but due to lack of evidence were directed to be released, but instead were taken to the police station: “They (police) took them to the Maharaj Gunj police station. We are still unaware about their crime.”
While accusing the police of lodging fake FIRs against their children, the parent said, “The police are lodging false cases against our kids. They don’t have any evidence of our children being involved. The FIR after FIR is ruining the career of our kids. They have also missed their exams as the police is not taking them to the examination centre”.
On December 4, the three minors, along with three adults, were arrested on charges of carrying an ‘objectionable flag’ when they were on their way to Srinagar from Pampore in a cab.

KUPWARA OPERATION AFFECTS EVERY SPHERE OF LIFE 

Besides large-scale allegations of harassment to Kupwara villagers during army’s month long siege, the social functions also got affected that led to the cancellation of more than half-a-dozen weddings and routine religious rituals. 
As many as 600-700 soldiers, including elite para commandos, backed up by helicopter gunships and sniffer dogs have been searching for a group of three to five militants who came face to face with the forces on two occasions and escaped both times, killing a colonel and injuring several soldiers.
The life for the people in about a dozen villages in an area of about 50 square kilometres has come to a standstill because of the operation. Schools had been closed and people had been asked to remain indoors.
Abdul Rehman of Pati Sobiya village in Lolab said he deferred the wedding of his daughter to next year because of the ongoing operation.
Similarly, wedding of the son of Abdul Rashid of Pati Tana scheduled next week has been cancelled.
“It is not possible to have a feast in presence of so many soldiers. How can women attend the function in their presence?” said Wahid Khan, a resident of Manigah.
“And then we serve beef at our weddings and you never know how soldiers will react when we slaughter a cow or bull in their presence,” he said.
Niyaz (offering) ritual, which people organise after harvest, has been cancelled by many people, said Malik, an elderly person from Manigah.
“We need firewood and the presence of neighbours and relatives for weddings. Because of the operation neither is available. You can’t go out in the forest to collect firewood when bullets are flying around,” he said.
Khan (who requested that only his second name should be quoted) said about eight hamlets in Manigah alone are “under siege”.
On December 4, Khan said, the forces let the residents buy rations from nearby markets from 10am to 4pm. However, they can neither collect firewood nor graze their collect from the forests.
“Our villages are without electricity and we can’t do without firewood. Politicians had in the past promised us electric lines and transformers but they forgot it soon after elections,” Khan said.
Several villagers allege the army and SOG are dragging labourers and young people from Haji Naka, Manigah Sangipeer, Kashmiri Manigah, Sonwali, Safawali, Payerpati and other areas into the nearby forests and mountains, where the search operation against militants who have escaped several times in the last three weeks is on.
They said a few days ago, people complained to senior police officers after which a temporary police post was set up in the house of a local sarpanch of Manigah. But these activities of security forces did not stop. People also claimed forces were forcing civilians into “begaar” (forced labour) and using them as porters. They said families of these civilians were worried about their lives.
During the siege the whole area continues to be under army rule. “We can’t move an inch from our homes without the approval of army posted in all the villages,” villagers said. They accused the forces of damaging their summer shelters, used for the grazing of cattle.  

WAMIQ FAROOQ KILLING: 2 COPS JAILED AFTER 5 YEARS

Dec 1: Five years after killing of a 13-year-old boy Wamiq Farooq in tear gas shelling by the cops, two policemen allegedly involved in the minor’s killing were jailed after they surrendered before a local court..
The accused cops- ASI Abdul Khaliq Sofi and constable Mohammad Akram – surrendered by Court of Forest Magistrate BA Munshi.
The court had last week issued arrest warrants against the accused cops for their involvement in killing of Wamid and had directed SSP Srinagar to ensure their presence in the court today.
Forest Magistrate BA Munshi said the accused persons are involved in heinous offence and hence cannot be released on bail at this stage and the trial of offence under 304 can be done exclusively at session’s court.
The court jailed the duo and sent them to Central Jail, Srinagar till December 3. However, the court gave them liberty to approach the Court of Principal Sessions Judge for bail.
Earlier, Advocate Aijaz Ahmad Dar on behalf of the victim family argued that the accused persons cannot be released on bail as they are involved in the heinous offence. Without filing formal bail application, counsel of accused cops - Advocate Fayaz Ahmad Bhat prayed for release of the on bail as the duo was ready to face the trial.
Wamiq, a 7th standard student, was killed on January 31, 2010 when a teargas shell allegedly fired by the police hit him near Gani Memorial Stadium at Rajouri Kadal in downtown Srinagar. His killing was one of the reason that triggered six-month long unrest in the Valley in 2010. Over 120 people, mostly youth, were killed in police and paramilitary forces action during the unrest. 
In 2013, Chief Judicial Magistrate (CJM) had issued arrest warrant against the cops and asked directed Inspector General of Police (IGP) Kashmir to present the accused in court.
The then CJM Rajeev Gupta had observed that culpable homicide not amounting to the murder as defined under section 299 of RPC, punishable under section 304 (part 2nd) of RPC, is disclosed against ASI Abdul Khaliq Sofi and SPO Mohammad Akram and they are required to stand charge under the provisions of CrPC.
The police had initially refused to take cognizance and file FIR against the cops. However, the boy’s father, Farooq Ahmad, filed a complaint before the CJM on February 15, 2010, seeking directions to police to register an FIR against the accused ASI, Abdul Khaliq, and SPO Mohammad Akram, for offences under section 302 RPC.
The police challenged the order by filing a revision petition in Principal and Sessions Court and High Court. However, both the courts upheld the orders passed by the CJM and SIT was constituted to probe the killing. It (SIT) submitted the report on April 24, 2013. 
ASI Khaliq had approached Supreme Court against the ongoing trial in Srinagar court. However, his objection was rejected twice by the apex court. 

DELHI HIGH COURT BLAST ACCUSED SUFFERS PARALYSIS OF FACIAL NERVE, JAIL AUTHORITIES DENY HIM VISIT TO HOSPITAL

Dec 3: A co-accused in the 7 September 2011 Delhi High Court blast, Dr Wasim Akram Malik, who suffered Bell’s Palsy (paralysis of the facial nerve) a few days ago, was not taken to hospital by Tihar jail authorities despite directions from a special National Investigating Agency (NIA) court.
Dr Wasim, a resident of Kishtwar, has been accused by the NIA of being the chief conspirator in the blast case which killed 15 persons and injured more than 80.
However Raiz Akram Malik, father of Dr Wasim has been denying the charges slapped on his son since his arrest in 2011.
District and sessions judge (DSJ) Amar Nath on December 1 directed Tihar superintendent of jail to get the 26-year-old Malik examined by a specialist doctor at the AIIMS and have a report sent on December 1. 
Raiz told media that his son was not taken to AIIMS but was treated at the jail by a doctor.
“Wasim told his mother on phone that he was not taken to the hospital. On Wednesday also he was not taken but was told that he will be taken today (Thursday),” Raiz Said.
Raiz said he was apprehensive about the deteriorating health of his son and wants the state government to facilitate his transfer from Tihar to any jail in Jammu and Kashmir.  Jail authorities, Raiz added, have not even provided him chewing gum and balloon so that he could exercise his facial muscles.
Superintendent Tihar Jail Mukesh Prasad refused to give details about the case when contacted by media.
Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, who is also the home minister of the state, was not available for his comments. However, his principal secretary RK Goyal said he was unaware about the case and asked this reporter to contact special secretary home Arshid Ayoub.
Arshid said it is a case of human issue and “will do whatever is possible”.
Raiz said that after the Delhi blast the NIA had asked him to send his son for an hour or so for questioning.
“Wasim was in the final year of the MBBS course he was pursuing in Bangladesh when I called him. I handed him over to the NIA. In custody he was subjected to third degree torture,” he said.
“I approached the offices of the National Human Rights Commission, the prime minister and the presidents and met some state politicians but no one did anything for my son’s release. My son is innocent. I regret handing him over to the NIA,” said Raiz who works as private secretary to chief engineer National Hydro Power Corporation.
Raiz’s another son Junaid Malik also disappeared after the arrest of Dr Wasim. His whereabouts are unknown to his family. Raiz’s wife is a teacher and he has two daughters—one a PhD candidate and another dental doctor.

KASHMIR-BOUND VEHICLE SET ABLAZE IN RAJOURI, 6 PASSENGERS BEATEN UP BY MOB

Dec 03: A mob demonstrating against the rise of “anti-India activities in the state” set ablaze a Kashmir-bound vehicle in Kalakote area of Rajouri district on Thursday after beating up six passengers.
According to the police, the vehicle was on its way to Kashmir valley via Mughal road.
“On reaching the spot, we found a private passenger vehicle bearing registration number JK04C-1309 on fire,” a senior police official told media.
The police had been informed that a vehicle in which bovine animals were being smuggled had been set on fire.
“We detained six people who were travelling in the vehicle for security reasons. They were let-off after questioning,” he said.
Eyewitnesses told media that people of Dayala village were demonstrating against frequent anti-India and pro-Pakistan demonstrations in the Valley and were demanding punishment to the protesters.
Some of the demonstrators later set the vehicle ablaze and at the same time rumours went around that the vehicle was transporting bovine animals.
This is the second incident of mob attack on a Kashmir-bound vehicle in the past 10 days. Last month, a mob had on November 21 torched a truck allegedly carrying bovine animals near Toll Plaza in Nagrota area of Jammu district.

CRPF REMOVES 25-YEAR-OLD BUNKER IN SRINAGAR 

Dec 17: On directions of Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed, Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) removed a 25 year-old bunker from Kawdara area of Srinagar city, an official spokesman sad.
PDP MLC Khursheed Alam, who was present on the occasion, said the government is committed to provide relief to people of the state. 
"Removing bunkers from residential areas is one such move as promised by the Chief Minister," he said
The CRPF has removed around 50 bunkers from the city since 2010.
Terming removal of bunker as fulfilment of Chief Minister’s commitment, Alam said more such bunkers will be removed in future if situation remains peaceful. The local residents appreciated government’s move to remove the bunker from the area.

POLICE PROFILING SRINAGAR RESIDENTS THROUGH ITS ‘CENSUS’

December 29: The police is currently carrying out a census in Srinagar, in which it is profiling people on the basis of their sectarian leanings apart from other criteria. The form also mentions ‘ONG coordinates’, which, according to Prof Wali Mohammad Shah, a mathematician, is meant to provide the exact latitude and longitude location of a house.
In some localities of the city, the police has already distributed forms among the families. Titled ‘Household Detail’ (sic), the filled form would generate an ID for each family. Each ID carries the first four alphabets of the police station concerned, a two-digit beat number and a serial number.
	The form has sought details like previous address, date of migration to current place of residence, number of relatives, market value of the house and number of shops and vehicles the household head owns.
Not only does the survey ask for one’s religion and sect, it also asks whether the family has any links with militants or resistance groups.
It also seeks complete details about the number of family members and their particulars such as age, occupation, educational qualification, mobile number and monthly income. 
Ghulam Ali (name changed), a resident of Harwan’s Sadipora, said the police distributed the forms among locals in the area on Monday and told them to submit the filled forms through the village head. “I don’t know what the purpose of this exercise is because the government already carried out the (decennial) census four years ago,” he said.
Senior Superintendent of Police Srinagar Amit Kumar said the purpose of the census was to “collect data so that the verification process (needed for a passport and other purposes) becomes speedier”.

BULLET-RIDDEN BODY OF YOUTH FOUND IN SHOPIAN

Dec 13: The bullet-ridden body of a 25-year-old youth was found in Shopian district of south Kashmir, police said.
Locals found the body of Rasikh Ahmad Khan tied to a pole on the morning of December 13 and informed the police, a police official said.
The deceased was abducted and tied to a pole at Turkiwangam village and apparently shot at from close range, the official said.
A resident of nearby Wasohallan village, Khan owned a computer-cum-photocopy shop in Imam Sahib area of the district.
Police said that they have registered a case and started investigations.

MILITARIZATION
· 
· FORCES MAKING MOCKERY OF MUFTI’S ‘VACATE HOTEL’ DICTATE
Dec 02: A sufficient number of hotel rooms are a pre-requisite for any ‘happening’ tourist place, especially when a chief minister aspires to make it “the number one tourist destination of the world”. However, despite declarations of intent from CM Mufti Sayeed on making government forces vacate hotels, around 24 hotels in Srinagar, still under the occupation of paramilitary troopers, pose a question mark over such efforts.
Deputy director tourism Mohammad Shafi Kakroo told media that the CRPF had been served notices by the government to vacate these 24 hotels, but they are still occupying them. The CRPF, on its part, has categorically said that unless its troopers are provided alternative accommodation, they won’t vacate these hotels.
“First of all we haven’t received any official communiqué in this regard. And if at all the state government wants us to vacate the hotels then we aren’t moving until provided with some other location (sic),” a CRPF officer told media on condition of anonymity.
Following complaints by tour and travel agencies, the Government of India’s home ministry had been making efforts to vacate hotels to make more rooms available for tourists and to reduce the presence of troopers. The CRPF is learnt to have told the ministry that the hotels will be vacated only when troopers are accommodated elsewhere.
When asked about steps the government has taken to vacate the hotels, tourism secretary Farooq Shah told media, “It is a security issue. I have no idea on vacating forces from hotels.”
Director tourism (Kashmir) Mahmood Ahmad Shah also said he was not aware of any proposal his department has sent to the government regarding shifting of forces and other government officials from hotels.
Rouf Tramboo, president Travel Agents Association of Kashmir, said the occupation of hotels has not only “dented the tourism potential of Srinagar” but also given rise to a bigger problem. “New hotels are coming up near Dal Lake, which is another grave (environmental) concern,” he said.
Tramboo said 20% of hotels and guest houses in Srinagar are occupied by forces and government officials. According to Srinagar-based hotelier Gowher Mir, Rs 9 crore had been sanctioned during Mufti’s first stint as CM in 2002 for constructing accommodation for troopers so that “their presence doesn’t hamper tourism”.
“A few hotels were vacated by forces then, but in the rest the CRPF replaced BSF,” he said.
· ON OUTSKIRTS OF SRINAGAR, FORCES BUILDING NEW STRUCTURES
Dec 22: As the CRPF vacating a structure they had occupied for 25 years in the old city is being touted as an indication of ‘decreasing militarisation’, the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) is raising new structures on the outskirts of Srinagar.
In Ahmad Nagar area of Srinagar, the 47th Battalion of SSB is busy erecting three new structures adjacent to the two-storey building already occupied during 1990. Locals say work on the structure has been going on at a fast pace during the past few days, and three new structures measuring around 20/15 ft. each are being built in nearby land already under the occupation of Indian forces.
Locals, fearing the area might be turned into a military zone, are questioning the need to have new structures for government forces “when the already occupied building, housing a number of military men, is of no use there.” An elderly person, wishing anonymity, said, “We have apprehensions the new constructions might be a concentration cell, as this area sees little movement of pedestrians and very few vehicles ply on this route.”
Significantly, the CRPF recently removed one of its oldest camps in Kawadara area of Srinagar as a “policy decision to reduce military presence from areas where it is no longer needed”. However, locals say the exercise seems “mere eyewash to fool the Kashmiri people”.
“Undoubtedly, they (forces) are migrating from downtown areas to the outskirts of Srinagar, like here. The winding up of a camp in one area and shifting it to another one only means they think we can be fooled. In the coming days, we may witness the number of military forces increasing many times over here,” a local resident, Ghulam Ahmad, said.
Made in the mid-80s to serve as a mini-health centre, the occupied building adjacent to the new structures being built is said to be the property of Dr Bashir Gungu, who left Kashmir when insurgency erupted here. Consequently, the building was occupied by Indian forces in 1990, locals said, demanding that the new constructions as well as the land occupation must end.
Asked about the issue, Commissioner Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC), Showkat Ahmad Zargar, said, “I will inform concerned officials to file a report.” He refused to comment further when asked if action would be taken against the constructions.
Speaking to media, the Ward officer-15 (Ahmad Nagar) said, “I have no information regarding this”. In fact, she sought details from this reporter about the new structures raised by the forces. “We will take action against this,” she, however, said.

OFFICIALLY STATED
· 
· ‘16 CIVILIANS, 38 SECURITY PERSONNEL, 91 MILITANTS KILLED IN JK THIS YEAR’
Dec 1: The data pertaining to militant activities in Jammu and Kashmir so far this year displays an uncanny similarity to the figures for the corresponding period of 2014 in terms of the number of incidents and casualties reported.
In response today to a question, Minister of State for Home Affairs Haribhai Parthibhai Chaudhary provided data on militant activities in J&K till November 22 of 2014 and 2015, besides other statistics.
Thus, while 185 militant incidents took place in the state between January 1-November 22, 2014, killing 22 civilians and 31 security personnel besides 91 militants, in 2015, during the same period, 186 militant incidents were reported in which 16 civilians and 38 security personnel were killed, besides 91 militants.
The data for all of 2014 (till December 31), shows that a total of 222 militants incidents -- the highest for the last three years -- took place, claiming the lives of 28 civilians and 47 security personnel while 110 militants were also killed.
In 2012, 220 incidents were reported in the state that left 15 civilians and 15 security personnel dead besides 72 militants while in 2013, 170 militancy incidents resulted in the death of 15 civilians, 53 security personnel and 67 militants.
· PM NARENDRA MODI ONE OF BEST PRIME MINISTERS INDIA HAS HAD: MUFTI MUHAMMAD SAYEED
Dec 02: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed described Narendra Modi as one of the best prime ministers India has ever had. 
Sayeed told a news conference here that he was happy to work with Modi despite perceptional disagreements which he said were a part of a healthy political edifice. 
Asked about disagreements between his Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and Modi's BJP, Sayeed said: "Brothers can have disagreements but these are amicably resolved. 
· NO DECISION TO REPEAL AFSPA: GOI 
Dec 2: The government has not taken any decision to repeal the infamous AFSPA as recommended by the Jeevan Reddy Committee Report, Indian Union Minister Kiren Rijiju said today. “No Sir. On security matters, the Government of India carefully evaluates the situation on the ground before taking any decision,” the Minister of State for Home Affairs said in the Rajya Sabha. 
	He was replying to a question on whether government has officially taken a decision on implementation of the recommendations of the Jeevan Reddy Report on AFSPA. The report had recommended repealing AFSPA.
· GOVT STARTS CONSTRUCTION ON KP ENCLAVES 
Dec 05: The government has started construction of enclaves for Kashmiri Pandits (KPs) to settle over 30,000 migrant KPs here.
“Government has in the first phase identified two sites at Sheikpora, Budgam and Vesu, Anantang and the work has been started on construction of 190 flats this month to accommodate the KP families,” officials said
They said at least 95 flats each will be constructed by Jammu and Kashmir Project Construction Corporation (JKPCC) and the Roads and Buildings (R&B) department at the two sites.
“The government has decided to construct at least 6,000 flats,” official said.
A top government official said for settling the KP families back in Valley, at least 4000 KP youth will get government jobs for which the process of recruitment will begin in 2-3 months.
“We will recommend the creation of posts to different departments and will be constructing at least 6000 flats in the Valley, which can accommodate about 30,000 migrants,” he said.
The official said government will be carrying out the phased settlement of the KPs in the flats instead of bringing all the Pandit families in one go to Kashmir. “The land for other accommodations will be identified in different districts of Kashmir to carry out the settlement of migrant KP families.”
According to officials, the sites for townships for KPs will also be finalized shortly.
State’s Relief Commissioner, R K Pandita, said the construction of the flats will begin this month.
He said the applications for the jobs for migrants will be issued in 2-3 months.
“Earlier government had approved 3,000 posts from which we have filled up 2,000 posts while other 1,000 posts are vacant. A total of 4,000 jobs will be provided for which the salaries will be entirely provided by the Ministry of Home Affairs,” Pandita said.
A senior official of R and B department said construction work has been started over 95 flats at Vesu in Anatnang at a cost of Rs 3 crores.
“The work will be completed in 18 months. The work has also been started at Shiekhpora, Budgam,” he said.
· ‘OPERATION SADBHAVANA HELPING ARMY CULTIVATE INFORMERS’ 
•	WE ALSO OFFER GOOD INCENTIVES TO THEM: GOC
Dec 06: With its stated objective of ‘wining the hearts and minds’ of people, Operation Sadbhavana has also helped Army cultivate informers who help them in hunting down the militants.
Talking to Rising Kashmir, General Officer Commanding (GOC) of Srinagar-based 15 Corps, Lt Gen Satish Dua said the network of local informers is being strengthened through a number of ways and one of them is meeting people and developing amicable relations through project Sadbhavana.
“The network of local informers is being strengthened in many ways. One of the important thing is we reach out to a number of people across Kashmir through project Sadbhavana and develop amicable relations with them and in return a large number of people come forward and provide information,” Dua said.
Operation Sadbhavana, according to officials, is aimed to build better relations between Army and people.  Efforts are concentrated on projects at the village level.
“Those people who provide information to us are sickened by the militancy and they do not support militant activities. A large number of people from across Kashmir come forward and share information with us,” the GoC added.
He said the situation has changed and people have realized that they have paid a huge cost and have lost precious lives in militancy related incidents.
“The locals find it a very dismaying thing and there are a number of people who don’t want militancy in the state at this stage,” Dua added.
About the risk posed to the lives of informers, he said Army maintains their confidentiality and ensures they are safe. 
“I agree they (informers) can’t say these things in public because they too have to live in the society and at the same time don’t want to get killed unnecessarily. Their safety and security is our responsibility so we make sure to keep them anonymous and safe,” the GoC said.
Asked why commoners would want to risk their lives and come forward to help Army, Dua said Operation Sadbhavana has helped Army to build better relations with locals so they (people) trust Army and sometimes come forward with information about militants.
“People often come to inform us out of their own will and they often help without taking money because of good relations yielded through Sadbhavana,” he added.
Besides Sadbhavana, Dua said Army also offers good incentives to informers for providing tip offs.
“The other thing to reinforce this network is by providing good incentives to informers. We give them money and they inform us in return,” he said.
The Northern Command of Indian Army launched Operation Sadbhavana in 1998 “to extend a helping hand in rebuilding the socio-economic life of people”.
“Operation Sadbhavana and activities of the State administration were amalgamated harmoniously to generate synergy, with a clear focus to bring a palpable improvement in the quality of life of the people of the state,” reads an official document about the project.
During the period of 1998-2008, a total of Rs 276.08 crores were allocated by Ministry of Defence (MoD) for various multi-faceted activities under this operation.
In 2011 and 2012 money allotted under Sadbhavana project was to the tune of Rs 42.8256 and 36.9141 crores respectively.
Army has also been running goodwill schools. According to officials, 45 ‘Army Goodwill Schools’ are functioning with around 6800 students with 346 teachers.
· OVER 1600 CR SPENT ON RELIEF, REHAB OF KASHMIRI MIGRANTS THIS YEAR: GOI 
Dec 8: An amount of Rs 1663.92 crore has been incurred on relief and rehabilitation of Kashmiri migrants till September this year under Security Related Expenditure (SRE) of Home Ministry, the Lok Sabha was informed Tuesday.
The expenditure incurred by the Jammu and Kashmir government on relief and rehabilitation of the migrants is being reimbursed by the Home Ministry under SRE (Relief and Rehabilitation), Minister of State for Home Haribhai Parathibhai Chaudhary said while giving details of packages of the Government from time to time for Kashmiri migrants, who left the Valley with the onset of militancy in early 1990's.
"The government has incurred a total expenditure of Rs 1663.92 crore under SRE (R&R) till September 2015 for relief and rehabilitation of the Kashmiri migrants since 1989-90," he said.
Out of this amount, Rs 155.03 crore has been incurred in 2014-15 and Rs 181.75 crore during 2015-16 till September this year, the Minister said.
There are about 62,000 registered Kashmiri migrant families in the country out of which nearly 40,000 stay in Jammu, 20,000 in Delhi and remaining 2,000 in other parts of the country.
The migrants were provided with 3,000 jobs in 2008 under which 1,963 jobs were provided by the state government out of which 1,597 have joined.
Besides this, another package of Rs 2,000 crore was announced last month under which additional 3,000 jobs will be provided to Kashmir migrants besides construction of transit accommodations in the Kashmir Valley, he said.  
· DGP RULES OUT INCREASE IN MILITANCY  
Dec 09: Ruling out any increase of militancy in the state, the Director General of Police K. Rajindra Wednesday said the graph of actual number of militants is always fluctuating.
	The DGP also said though the infiltration attempts on border continue, but the actual infiltration figure has decreased.
“If we see the actual number of militants present in the valley, then I can say that there is always a difference. We neutralize the militants and at the same time we see few local recruits. But yes I can say that there is no such a situation that militancy has increased,” Rajendra told media.
Referring to the fresh militant attacks on Security forces especially on CRPF, Rajendra said we have taken all the imperative measures for peace in valley. “Our pro-active ops have been good in the past against militants and now we are taking further measures in this regard,” he added.
· CENTRE LIKELY TO SOON DECLARE KPS AS INTERNALLY DISPLACED
Dec 9: The Centre is likely to issue a guideline soon declaring the Kashmiri Pandits as internally displaced rather than migrants and has promised to ameliorate the suffering of the community. 
The assurance came when a delegation of major Kashmiri Pandits organisations met Minister of State for PMO Jitendra Singh and Minister of State for Home Haribhai Parathibhai Chaudhary here today. 
During the hour-long meeting, the Pandits apprised the two Union ministers about the problems being faced by the community in day-to-day affairs and sought central governments assistance in resolving them. 
Sources said the ministers assured the delegation that a guideline declaring Kashmiri Pandits as internally displaced would be issued soon, after the team objected to the term "migrants", and said the government would do all needful to resolve their problems. 
The delegation told the ministers that the response of the government to the uprooting and sufferings of an entire minority community was, is and has been one of "callousness and indifference". 
They said, out of 6,000 jobs promised under the Prime Ministers package, only about 1,500-odd jobs have been provided. Requesting that the rest of the jobs may be provided at the earliest without any unfavourable conditions, the delegation urged that these jobs should be provided by the central government instead of the Jammu and Kashmir and without any condition. 
Proper, dignified and secure facilities for the stay of the Pandits in Kashmir should be created instead of the transit accommodation, the delegation told the ministers. 
Those who attended the meeting include representatives of Jammu Kashmir Vichar Manch, Sampoorna Kashmir, Panun Kashmir and Kashmir Samiti. 
· INDIA FACES WAR-LIKE SITUATION IN KASHMIR: GOI TO SC
Dec 10: In an admission that pulls the rug from under the Indian government’s own claims on, among other things, normalcy, tourism and democracy returning to Kashmir, the GoI has told the Supreme Court that India was facing a war-like situation in Kashmir and the Northeast.  
“What we are facing in the Northeast or in Jammu and Kashmir, it is not a law and order situation or internal disturbance. It is an insurgency from across the border in collaboration with home-grown groups,” Attorney General (AG) Mukul Rohtagi told a bench of Justice Madan B Lokur and Justice Uday Umesh Lalit, according to reports in the Indian media.
	New Delhi was apparently seeking to defend army operations in the Northeast and J&K, and prevent any possibility of action against its security personnel involved in human rights abuses. This statement by the AG was made during a hearing of a PIL by the Extra Judicial Execution Victim Families Association (EJEVFA), seeking action against security personnel involved in alleged staged shootouts in Manipur. The petitioner had contended that during May, 1979 to May, 2012, at least 1,528 people were killed in Manipur in extra-judicial executions.
	Interestingly, in an earlier echo of the stark contradictions between official rhetoric on democracy and law and order and the defence of draconian laws, the J&K Assembly had, in April, turned down a legislator’s plea to repeal the Enemy Agents Ordinance that was enacted by Maharaja Hari Singh in 1948 to “try and punish enemies of the state.” And the reason provided by the urban development minister, Abdul Haq Khan, for persisting with that Dogra Ordinance was that Kashmir was still in the same situation as 1948.
“The law was enacted to deal with external intrusion in 1948 and we are still facing the same situation in one or the other form...The law is required for the time being,” Khan had told the House.
· 70% OF MILITANTS ACTIVE IN JK LOCAL
Dec 12: About 70 percent of the total 200 militants active in Kashmir are locals and the rest “foreign militants”, according to CRPF.
“There are different estimates (about the number of militants in the Valley), but there is a mix of foreign and local militants and the number is not very large at this point of time. Maybe around 200, out of which one-third could be foreign militants,” CRPF special director general SK Bhagat told reporters.
Also, a day after the government of India told the Supreme Court that it was facing a “war like” situation in Kashmir, Bhagat told reporters that “there was a significant improvement in the situation”.
He said during the past five years, the force has inducted as many as 3,800 people from the Valley and prior to that in the year 1996-97, it has also inducted a large number of ex-militants.
He was speaking on the sidelines of a function marking the completion of 44-week training of new recruits. He said 648 recruits joined the CRPF at today’s parade, one of them from J&K.
· ‘869 SOLDIERS DIED IN SIACHEN SINCE 1984’
Dec 11: A total of 869 Indian soldiers have died in Siachen since 1984 due to climatic conditions, environmental and other factors, the government said.
The government has also spent over Rs 7,500 crore for procurement of clothing and mountaineering equipment for soldiers posted in high-altitude areas.
    In the written reply to Lok Sabha, Rao Inderjit Singh said that the total number of officers who have died at Siachen Glacier on 'Operation Meghdoot' from 1984 till date due to climatic conditions, environmental and other factors are 33.
    Besides them, 54 JCOs have lost their lives while casualties from other ranks are 782.
    He said that out of 55 items of clothing and mountaineering equipments, only 20 items are imported.
    Giving details of expenditure, Singh said Rs 2280.5430 crore was spent in 2012-13 while in 2013-14, Rs 1919.3100 crore was spent.
In 2014-15, Rs 2366.5943 crore was spent and Rs 938.5400 crore has been spent this year till November 30.
The Minister said that steps taken for upgradation include constant search for newer items which will save lives and increase the combat efficiency of troops deployed in very high-altitude areas like Siachen.
· RADICALIZATION MORE CRITICAL THAN MILITANCY: CRPF
•    We are ready to take lead role in CI ops
•    ISIS flag waving an attempt to sway youth
•    200 militants active in Valley
Dec 11: Special DG of CRPF J&K Zone, S K Bhagat Friday said radicalization of youth is becoming more critical than militancy as it poses a major threat of rise in militancy in Jammu and Kashmir and hinted that the paramilitary force is ready to take lead role in counter insurgency front.
“I think the most important and critical issue today is that radicalization of youth is becoming a critical issue than militancy. It poses a major threat of increase in militancy in the valley,” Bhagat said while addressing media persons after passing-out-cum-attestation parade of newly recruited 648 constables at Recruit Training Centre (RTC), CRPF Humhama.  
He said it is not they are hinting at a particular religion. “The can be Hindu radicals, Jewish radicals, or Muslim radicals and that interpretation (Islamic radicalization) is wrong. Some people are misguided but majority of people in the Valley want a secure life”.
Bhagat said overall militancy scenario has drastically gown down over the years in the Valley.
“There has been a progressive improvement in the situation and drop in militancy related incidents in the valley,” he added.
On influence of ISIS in the valley, DG said raising ISIS flags could be an attempt by some people to sway youth.
“We have been witnessing waving of ISIS and Pakistani flags by young boys but I would rather like to say that these could just be an attempt by some people to sway youth.  People of Kashmir are patriotic and heroic like people of other parts of country,” he said.
On number of militants active in the Valley, DG said there are different estimates of active militants. “Our estimation is that about 200 militants, both foreign and local militants, are active in the Valley.”
“About 200 militants are active in the Valley and out of which one-third are foreigners. However, the forces are taking due care of militancy incidents of violence in the valley,” he said.
Replying to a query regarding surge in militant attacks, Bhagat said there was a surge in militants’ crossing over, especially before the onset of winters.
“This has been there over the years. All said and done, one can still say that the incidents have been taking place.  But it has been taken care of and forces have been able to neutralize a lot of militants,” he said.
Bhagat said there was firing on a CRPF convoy in which six paramilitary personnel were injured. “The very next day, with the help of the Special Operation Group (SOG) of J&K police, CRPF was able to killed two militants involved in the attack. We have been a party in operations in which 40 militants were killed”.
He hinted that the paramilitary force is ready to take lead role in counter insurgency front.
“We are always prepared to take the lead role in the state.  CRPF was ready to take any role which the government mandates them,” he said adding they are always ready to take up any role and even prior to this, they were in that lead role. 
“It is not an issue at all. The primary role of CRPF is to get into the counterinsurgency mode as per the recommendations of group of Ministers of 2001,” he said.
Bhagat disclosed that while maintaining law and order situation, many CRPF men have been injured.
“In the context of maintaining law and order in as many as 130 incidents, about 200 CRPF personnel have been injured and some of them grievously. But despite all these provocations, CRPF men have not gone berserk by resorting to indiscriminate firing. That gives us the entire picture," he said.
Asked whether people of Kashmir feel alienated by actions of forces, DG said nobody should feel that people from Kashmir are different than others. “We even don’t differentiate ex militants of the valley from others.”
“When people take to streets they have some grievances and issues. Without getting into the issue, I would like to say that the principles are clear that every person here has a right to express their views. There are provisions as well that they have to be without arms and peaceful. In case demonstrators turn violent then there is also a concept of minimum use of force,” he said adding “You cannot be indiscriminate in working”.
The DG said situation in the valley is a bit complex and there must be some instructions to the foreign militants to go and do something sensational in the valley.
· ‘27 CIVILIANS DIED IN 677 CROSS-BORDER FIRING INCIDENTS’
89 MILITANTS, 37 TROOPERS KILLED IN JK TILL OCT: GOI 
, Dec 16: As many as 169 incidents of militant violence were reported in Jammu and Kashmir till October this year in which 89 militants were killed, the Rajya Sabha was informed.
Minister of State for Home Haribhai Parathibhai Chaudhary said 37 security personnel were also killed in these incidents.
There were 173 incidents of militant violence in the same period last year in which 86 militants and 31 security personnel were killed.
"The number of militant incidents has decreased and number of militants killed has increased during 2015 till October as compared to corresponding period of 2014," he said in a written reply.  
Meanwhile, 677 cases of cross- border firing by Pakistan have been reported from May 2014 to October 2015, Rajya Sabha was informed today.
"During the period May 2014 to October 2015, 677 cases of cross-border firing incidents by Pakistan Rangers have been reported along the Indo-Pakistan border," Minister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju said in reply to a written question.
He said due to cross-border firing, the number of casualties of civilians during the period May 2014 to October 2015 in Jammu and Kashmir was 27. 
"During this period three BSF men died and 19 were injured due to cross-border firing," he said.
Rijiju said a number of steps have been taken to stop the cross-border firing, including India repeatedly telling Pakistan at the highest level to uphold the sanctity of the Line of Control, DG-level talks between BSF and Pakistan Rangers, besides others.  
· MILITANT GROUPS LOCALISING MILITANCY: MHA
Dec 18: Owing to failure to push militants into Jammu and Kashmir from across Line of Control (LoC), militant groups, including Lashkar-e-Toiba, have changed their modus operandi by trying to localise the militancy, said sources in Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA).
MHA sources told media that militant groups are finding it difficult to infiltrate their men into Jammu and Kashmir due to heightened security along LoC.
“In order to fill its numbers, the militant groups have started recruiting local boys into the militancy,” they said.
A top MHA official, who deals with security of J&K, said militant group including Lashkar-e-Toiba are not able to send people across LoC as vigorous security arrangements have been put in place to thwart infiltrate attempts by the militants.
“Now they have started recruiting local boys, whom they want to operate in the valley for them,” he said.
The official said there are two reasons for localizing militancy in the state.
“The militant groups train hundreds of militants on other side of LoC but fail to launch them to this side. Even if they try to launch them, the militants either get killed or are caught because of our robust counter infiltration grid,” he said adding for this reason they are now recruiting local boys.
Another official said foreign militants want to give an impression that militancy in J&K is just a “local thing” to avoid getting “bad name in the valley.”
“The other important reason for localizing militancy is that the militant groups portray militancy and killing of civilians as a local thing. It is part of their strategy to show that it is a local thing. They don’t want to take more risks because people in the Valley are now skeptical about them,” he said.
Responding to a query whether local militants are taking over lead roles in militancy which was earlier the other way round, the officials said this was not entirely correct as most of the local militants are currently working for foreign militants.
“It is not entirely correct. The militancy started from Kashmir and Hizbul Mujahedeen (HM) was the largest militant group but then people started coming from Pakistan. HM had a lot of equipments and manpower then but now if we look at the number of HM militants, it is meager,” they said.
The officials said they don’t see surge in local militancy because youth are joining militancy as they are being recruited by foreign militant groups.
In comparison to 1992, the militancy level now has declined and is very low.
“Both local and foreign militants are active here,” they said adding, “We don’t deny that numbers of foreign militants has declined. However, foreign militants have found an alternative to work here by recruiting locals. They also try to sneak in and recent infiltration and attack in Kupwara was their desperate attempt to infiltrate,” the officials said.
According to the government, about 74 foreign militants are presently active in Jammu and Kashmir.
Special DG of CRPF J&K Zone, S K  Bhagat recently told reporters that about 200 militants are active in the Valley out of which one-third are foreigners.
· RADICALISATION OF YOUTHS THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA A CONCERN: HOME MINISTER 
Dec 18 (PTI) Serious concern was expressed over radicalisation of youths through social media and other online forums during a high-level meeting of top police brass which was attended by Prime Minister Nadrendra Modi.
After the inauguration, Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh at Rann of Katch (Gujarat), said the activities of ISIS have been witnessed in India and there is concern over radicalisation of youths through social media and other online forums.
He said security situation in Jammu and Kashmir was much better this year than the previous years as government forces have done “commendable job in controlling activities of terror groups”.
· 264 NATIONAL INTEGRATION, EDU TOURS IN PAST 3 YEARS: ARMY
Dec 21: The army has taken about 8,000 people of the state on more than 250 ‘national integration’ tours in the past three years.
“In the past three years, army has conducted a total of 264 educational and national integration tours and in each tour a group usually comprises approximately 30 members,” defence spokesperson SD Goswami said in a release on Monday.
“155 tours were organised in 2013-14 while there were 61 tours in 2014-15,” Goswami said, adding, “During the current fiscal 48 out 57 tours planned till March 2016 have been successfully completed.”
He said that the army’s Northern Command has been organising trips for students and youths from Jammu and Kashmir to the rest of the country from time to time.
“These trips are aimed at providing them exposure to the development in the other parts of India, the new educational opportunities, other cultures and religious sites that demonstrate the secular character of the county, India’s constitutional institutions and heritage sites,” he said.
· POLICE PLAN TO COUNTER ‘RADICALISATION OF YOUTH’ WITH ARGUMENTS, NOT FIRS
Dec 21: When videos of a recent army-sponsored tour of Kashmiri girl students to various Indian cities went viral on social networking sites, police closely monitored the accounts of the users who criticised, and in some cases, abused these girls and their parents.
This monitoring was part of a ‘module’ that has been worked out to “check growing radicalisation of Valley youth”.
The ‘module’, while screening “radical tendencies” among online users, will also spell out measures to “monitor the activities of dissenters on ground”, a senior police officer told media on condition of anonymity.
The ‘module’, which would soon become part of every police station in the Valley, has suggested the police to focus on “non-punitive actions like counseling and brainstorming sessions for dissenters” rather than the routine of booking them for various offences.
It was learnt that the module has recommended special training sessions for police officers at police station level for dealing with such cases.
“Police officers will be equipped with expertise to deal with such radicalised lot. It will also send a positive message outside as we won’t be lodging FIRs right away,” the police officer said.
The module entails sending the details of a “troublemaker” to the police station concerned, where a police officer would deal with the case.
“First, police would collect entire information about the person and then counselling session will begin. The counselling session will follow a proper procedure, which will be mentioned it detail in the module. It will include every aspect of the situation,” the officer told media.
“While dealing with radicalised educated youth, the officers concerned will counter their arguments with counter-arguments.
Community leaders would also be roped in to keep youth away from the influence of extremist ideologies,” the officer said.
Media reports had said that home ministry had asked the state government to take measures to “check radicalisation of the youth” in the Valley, especially after ISIS flags were waved by a few youth during street protests in Srinagar.
The waving of ISIS flags was dismissed by both army and the ruling PDP. Police have also ruled out ISIS presence in the Valley. In this backdrop, the talk of ‘radicalisation’ has been construed by many experts as one more attempt to curb dissent.
· 79 VALLEY YOUTHS JOINED MILITANT RANKS THIS YEAR: GOVT
Dec 23: 79 youths in the Valley have joined various militant outfits during this year, a figure which is 30% higher than that of the previous year, the Rajya Sabha was informed on Wednesday. Replying to a written question by BJP member Lal Sinh Vadodia, Minister of State for Home Haribhai Parathibhai Chaudhary said as per reports, 79 youths have joined militant ranks during 2015 (as on November 30) whereas 60 youths joined militant ranks during the corresponding period of 2014.
There has been growing concern within the government about the sudden increase in disappearance of youths in Kashmir Valley this year and reports suggest they have joined various militant organisations, especially pro-Pakistan Hizbul Mujahideen.
The minister informed the Upper House that the militant activities in Jammu and Kashmir were regularly being monitored and reviewed at various levels. He said the government has adopted various counter measures to neutralise these efforts and capabilities of militants.
Chaudhary said the government has also encouraged policies to “mainstream the youth”, including providing employment opportunities to wean them away from militancy. He said various steps have been initiated, including proactively taking suitable measures to safeguard the borders from insurgency and containing militancy. The other focus areas, he said, are that the democratic process is sustained, ensuring a sustained peace process and providing adequate opportunities to all sections of people.
· GOVT. RULES OUT DISBANDING VDC
Dec 23: Jammu and Kashmir government ruled out disbanding of Village Defence Committees saying they have played a major role in stamping out militancy and defending population in the remote and rural areas of the state. 
"These (disbanding of Village Defence Committees (VDCs)) are irrelevant demands. If a Army jawan or a police man does something bad, will Army and Police be disbanded," Deputy Chief Minister Dr Nirmal Singh told reporters at a function at Jammu. 
He was replying to a question about a demand by National Conference and some separatist leaders to disband the VDCs in Jammu and Kashmir following killing of a NC leader by a VDC member in Rajouri district. 
"VDCs have played a big role (in stamping out militancy and defending population in the remote and rural areas of the state)," he said. 
· 110 MILITANTS, 41 TROOPERS, 20 CIVILIANS KILLED IN 2015 
Dec 28: At least 171 people, including 110 militants, 41 security men and 20 civilians were killed in different violence related incidents in the State this year.
Officials said among the 110 militants killed this year, 70 died in encounters with forces in the Valley and rest in Jammu region.
They said about 229 militants are active in the Valley, which is almost same as compared to last year.
They said of the 41 security men killed this year, most of the force personnel deaths took place North Kashmir areas of Sopore, Handwara and Bandipora.
According to officials, in January this year, there were total 13 killings including 10 militants and 3 army men. 
“February witnessed 8 killings and all of them were militants. 9 persons including 4 militants, 3 security men and two civilians were killed in March,” they said. 
In April, eight persons including 2 militants and 6 army men were killed during four encounters in the State. 
“17 persons including seven militants, six force personnel and four civilians were killed in May,” official said.
Militants targeted telecom companies and hurled couple of grenades on mobile towers in Srinagar and Sopore in May. 
Official said 15 people including eight militants, two policemen and five civilians were killed in June. 
“In July, 18 persons including 12 militants, 4 civilians and 2 security men were killed while in August, 19 people including 13 militants, four force personnel and two civilians were killed” he said.
According to official, September witnessed highest number of killings. “At least 24 people including 18 militants, four force personnel and two civilians were killed during the month”. 
In October, 21 killings including 13 militants and eight force personnel were killed while in November eight militants, two force personnel and a civilian were killed. 
Seven militants and an army man have been killed this month so far. 
According to annual report of Ministry of Home Affairs, 224 incidents of violence were reported in Jammu and Kashmir in 2014 in comparison to 170 incidents in 2013 which also include civilian deaths and militant attacks.
The state witnessed 86.66 per cent more civilian casualties and 30.58 per cent militant attacks in 2014 in comparison to 2013.
· RSS, VHP DEMAND ARMING OF VDCS WITH SLRS 
Dec 29: The right-wing Hindu groups RSS and VHP have demanded that the VDC members be armed with Self Loading Rifles (SLRs). 
“If someone commits mistake, he should be punished under the law. However, the VDCs should not be disbanded as they have played a vital role in eliminating militancy from the region,” RSS leader Brig Suchet Singh told media.
When asked about misuse of weapon by VDCs, RSS leader said ex-service men should be made part of the VDCs.
He said the government should issue automatic weapons to the VDC members. “If possible, government should issue weapons like SLR to the VDCs.”
VHP’s State patron Rama Kant Dubey also favoured giving SLRS to the VDCs.
 “It is our old demand that VDCs should be armed with SLRs since these weapons are not being used by the police, paramilitary or army,” Dubey media.
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CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS
Dec 01: No incident of violence reported.
Dec 02: No incident of violence reported.
Dec 03: The army claimed to have killed three heavily armed militants along the Line of Control when they were sneaking into Jammu’s Sabzian sector Poonch district. No of the militant has been identified.  
Dec 04: Two militants and a soldier were killed, while another trooper received injuries, in yet another gunfight in a forested area of Handwara. The slain militants were associated with Harkat-ul-Mujahideen; however, their names were not ascertained.
Dec 05: No incident of violence reported.
Dec 06: No incident of violence reported.
Dec 07: Seven CRPF troopers and a civilian were injured in a HM militant ambush on Srinagar-Jammu highway in Anantnag district. The attack took place at around 9:30 am near Green Tunnel in Bijbehara. 
Dec 08: Two militants were killed while two troopers and equal number of civilians were injured in a shootout that broke out in Sempora area of Pampore, Pulwama. One of the slain militants was identified as Shakir Ahmad son of Showkat Ahmad of Nowpora, Sopore. 
Dec 09: Complete spontaneous shutdown was observed in Pampore town by the people on the killing of two militants in a shootout in the town on Srinagar-Jammu Highway. 
Dec 10: No incident of violence reported.
Dec11: No incident of violence reported.
Dec12: No incident of violence reported.
Dec13: The bullet-ridden body of a 25-year-old youth was found in Shopian district of south Kashmir, police said. Locals found the body of Rasikh Ahmad Khan tied to a pole this morning and informed the police, a police official said. The deceased was abducted and tied to a pole at Turkiwangam village and apparently shot at from close range, the official said. A resident of nearby Wasohallan village, Khan owned a computer-cum-photocopy shop in Imam Sahib area of the district. Police said that they have registered a case and started investigations.
Dec14: No incident of violence reported.
Dec15: Several people, including children, were injured in south Kashmir’s Kulgam district when police allegedly resorted to lathi charge and tear gas shelling to disperse the villagers protesting against shortage of electricity in the district.
Dec16: No incident of violence reported.
Dec17: Suspected militants fired a rifle grenade towards a CRPF bunker in Safakadal area of Srinagar downtown However; the explosive device missed the intended target and exploded on the roadside. The explosion caused minor damage to three civilian vehicles passing by.
Dec18: An encounter, however brief, took place between army and militants in Kupwara district, three to four militants were believed trapped, ended with militants managed to escape.
Dec 19: No incident of violence reported.
Dec 20: A youth leader of National Conference was shot dead by a member of a Village Defence Committee following a quarrel over the distribution of ration in Rajouri district of Jammu division. The deceased has been identified as Ishtyaq Ahmed, 26, of Rajouri, Jammu. While Shahnawaz Ahmed of village Dharati of Balakote Tehsil succumbed to his injuries in Government Medical College and Hospital Jammu. Shahnawaz, a class 7th student, who became victim of Mortar Shelling from across the LoC, was undergoing treatment in GMC Jammu since August 15th. In a separate incident, unknown persons lobbed a grenade at police station Kakapora in south Kashmir's Pulwama district, police said. No damaged was caused.  
Dec 21: A man, who was injured in cross-border firing along the LoC in Poonch in August this year, has succumbed to his injuries at the Government Medical College and Hospital (GMC). The victim identified as Shah Nawaz Ahmed, a resident of Balakote in Poonch, was undergoing treatment at the GMC after he was injured in firing from across the Line of Control in August, a police officer said.
Dec 22: No incident of violence reported.
Dec 23: Three minor brothers were killed in an explosion at Bhiron nallah near Jammu-Srinagar national highway in Udhampur district. The three brothers (Rag-Pickers) were trying to extract lead from a live shell which they might have collected from any nearby area. 
Dec 24: In the late evening brief exchange of firing between army and suspected militants in North Kashmir’s Bandipora, a body of Lashkar-i-Toiba (LeT) militant has been found from the encounter site. The slain militant has been identified as Umais Ahmad Sheikh from Pulwama district in South Kashmir, police said. In another incident, VDC members killed a woman and her son four-year-old son Samote village of Rajoiri, Jammu. The deceased were identified as Shamim Akhter, 35, and her son Tawheed Ahmad of Samote village. In a diifent incident, A Deputy Superintendent of Police (DySP) and a constable were injured after Hizbul Mujahideen militants attacked a police party in Bijbehara town of south Kashmir’s Anantnag district. Police said DySP, Irshad Rather, serving as SDPO Bijbehara, was in Goriwan market in Bijbehara to purchase groceries when militants fired indiscriminately towards him and the police party.
Dec 25: No incident of violence reported.
Dec 26: No incident of violence reported.
Dec 27: A police officer was seriously injured in stone pelting that took place during a protest at Maisuma area of Lal Chowk, Srinagar against the killing of mother son duo in Rajouri by VDC members. The official who received a stone on his face injuring his eye and nose badly was identified as Dy SP Fahad Tak.  
Dec 28: No incident of violence reported.  
Dec 29: No incident of violence reported.
Dec 30: No incident of violence reported.
Dec 31: Two LET militants were killed in an encounter in Gusso village of Pulwama district. One of the slain militant was identified as Mansoor Ahmad Bhat son of Abdul Rashid of Alluchi Bagh, Pampore while the other police claimed was a foreigner. 
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